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Itôs not too late to register!  Last day to register or make 

changes to your registration is May 26th.   
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The deadline for the  

September 2017 issue is:   

August 16th, 2017   

ñGardening with Your Petò 

Send your articles to: 

GardenersPenNewsletter@gmail.com 

TM 

Gardening is about enjoying the smell of  
things growing in the soil, getting dirty  

without feeling guilty and generally taking 
the time to soak up a little peace and serenity.     
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Access the app by searching for 'International Master Gardener' in the 

App StoreÊ and Google PlayÊ or by following these links: 
 

       iPhone: itunes.apple.com/app/id1195530642 
 

       Android: play.google.com/store/apps/detailsé 
 

       Web App: lomy96.m.attendify.com/ 

For those attending the 2017 International Master Gardener Conference, 

there is a conference app that you can use to help plan your visit and your 

time at the conference.  You can download the app to your smartphone or 

tablet. On the app, you can access the full conference schedule and set   

reminders for those sessions you will be attending.            

IMGC 2017 Conference Mobile APP 

You can see the list of vendors, as well as our wonderful sponsors.  There 

are maps of the Oregon Convention Center, as well as a map of the eateries, 

grocery stores and other sites around the Oregon Convention Center.  You 

can share messages with fellow conference attendees and keep track of all 

of the conference fun.  Download the app today! 
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A Few Trade Show Vendor Spots Still Available 
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2016 MG Program Stats 

Information derived from the ñAnnual Report of Accomplishment of the Oregon State University Extension 

Master Gardener Program 2016ò as compiled by Gail Langellotto, Statewide Program Coordinator.  A full copy 

is available on the OSU website at: extension.oregonstate.edu/mg. 

In 2016, the OSU Extension Service Master      

Gardener program was present in 28 of                    

Oregonôs 36 counties. 

Geographic Extent of Program 

More Program Stats... 

¶ 1,661 veteran Master Gardeners 

recertified (74.4%) 

¶ 49 community gardens through-

out the state of Oregon 

¶ 41 youth gardens throughout the 

state of Oregon 

¶ 39,335 MG education units earned 

¶ 712 trainees completed the 2016 

training classes 

¶ 2,234 veteran Master Gardeners  

extension.oregonstate.edu/mg
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...by  Seamus Ramirez 

As we have already reviewed our Policies and Procedures, it seems they are 

faulty in grammar and punctuation.  So, next on the agenda is for your     

Executive Committee to edit, do a final review and post it on OMGA.org. 

In closing, I want to again thank you all for your dedication to the OSU   

Master Gardener Program and now I am off to enjoy the sun on my face and 

walk Pita, our noble Border Collie. 

Shanti, my friends and may you forever walk in beauty. 

Happy Spring!  I donôt know about you, but I am having a very 

hard time waiting for my garden beds to dry out so I may sow 

some seeds.  For me, that will hopefully be next week ï at least 

thatôs what I have noted on my calendar. 

Did you know that your local chapter Executives should annually review your chapterôs own Bylaws, 

Policy and Procedures, along with your Articles of Incorporation (or Association) documentation to 

make certain they still reflect the chapterôs ideals?  Generally, you would want to do this when the 

newly elected Officers/Board and the outgoing Officers have their first meeting together.  This can 

help the new Officers should questions arise.   

When writing or editing these living documents you might think of them 

like you are building a home and if you think about it, you are.  The AoI 

(Articles of Incorporation) is the foundation of which you begin to build on, 

it contains basic information such as:  Name; Address; Purpose; Public 

Benefit; Nonprofit Nature; Personal Liability; Governance; Membership; 

etc..  Your chapter should already have a copy of your AoI locked away.  If 

you do not, contact Katherine Johnson (dktjohnson@msn.com) for a copy 

and remember a ñPleaseò and a cookie can go a long way.  Also remember 

you cannot change your Articles, but you can always attach an amendment 

to them after a passing vote from the Board/Chapter members. 

Articles of 

Incorporation 

Policies and 

Procedures 

Oregon  

Revised  

Statutes  

Chapter 65 

Bylaws 

Next is your Bylaws (no hyphen), the framing of your home.  Bylaws establish the procedures for 

holding elections, organizing meetings and other essential operations.  They contain more definition 

and structure than your AoI.  However, these also require a passing vote from your Board/Chapter 

members so donôt be too restrictive.  As a template look to, visit the OMGA Bylaws on the         

OMGA.org website. 

Your Policies and Procedures are the siding of your home.  These are the easiest to change as they 

require no Board vote.  This is where you go into more depth of definition of your Bylaws.  Again, I 

refer you to OMGA.org for a template example. 

Lastly, your PnP is superseded by your Bylaws, which in turn are superseded by your AoI.  Whereas, 

these are trumped by the óOregon Revised Statutes, Chapter 65 ï Nonprofit Corporationsô which is your roof. 

The OMGA Executive Committee has done its yearly review of the OMGA     

Bylaws and have found them to be wanting.  After much collaboration, editing, 

rereading, more discussion and falling asleep to Bylaw pages spinning in my 

head, we presented them to the Board for approval.  There was discussion to 

the finer points and more editing ensued.  In the end, they were approved 

with a caveat that the changes discussed are in the final draft.  So, now one 

more go around with the Executive Committee before its disbursement.    

OMGA.org
OMGA.org
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Annual Gardenerôs Mini-College -- Sponsoring 
events jointly with the OSU Extension Service 

 

Gardenerôs Pen Newsletter -- Keeping mem-
bers up-to-date on whatôs going on with OMGA 

 

Leadership Day Forum -- Promoting leadership 
within our membership 

 

Web Guidelines Publication -- Helping     

chapters keep consistent with OSU 
 

Contributing funds to MG on-line courses 
 

Funding development of educational tools -- 
i.e., the OSU Plant ID website 

 

OMGA History Book -- Providing the concise 
history of the OMGA, its roots and development 

 

Introducing Marje Luce Search For Excellence 
programs for Mini-College 

 
 

Creating a Tool Kit -- to understand the OMGA 
and the Master Gardener Programs 

Extension Educator Grants to Chapters --  
Funding to Educate the public about home  
horticulture and sustainable practices through 
special chapter projects 

 

Extension Educator Grants to Chapters ï- 
Contributing funds to Master Gardeners on-line 
courses 

 
 

Continuing Education for Executive Committee 
and Board of Directors (that consist of each chapters 

Representative and Alternate) i.e. effective leader-
ship, fiduciary responsibilities, etc. 

 

Strategic Plan -- Providing tools to chapters to 
understand OMGA, Continuing Education, Fund 
Raising, and Strengthening OMGA 

 

Educating the public about home horticulture 
and sustainable practices through Special 
Chapter Projects 

 

OMGA Website -- Providing online connections 
to news and information from OMGA  

The Master Gardener Program was established by the OSU Extension Service to help      

disseminate horticultural information to the public. Volunteers are trained in participating      

counties and serve under the direction and guidance of County Extension Agents.  
 

Many volunteers in OSUôs Master Gardener Program choose to associate themselves as members 

of their county Master Gardener Association Chapters.  Membership in these chapters brings with 

it membership in the statewide organization, OMGA.   
 

While OMGA and its subsidiary Chapters were created principally to support and             

supplement OSUôs Master Gardener Program, OMGA and the Chapters are separate entities, 

distinct from the Master Gardener Program itself, OSU.  OMGA acts autonomously and is       

governed by a Board of Directors consisting of a State Representative from each of its chapters. 

OMGA is a tax-exempt organization 501(3)(c) incorporated in the State of Oregon.   
 

OMGA unifies and supports Chapter programs and helps promote horticultural education by 

supporting OSUôs Statewide Master Gardener Program.  Because of their nonprofit status, OMGA 

and the Chapters are able to engage in fund-raising and conduct programs of significant benefit 

to the MG Program and to the gardening public. 
 

The OMGA provides a variety of benefits both to its chapters and its individual members. Your 

dues provide the funding for many of these activities. 

Karl Carlson Fund grants -- Assisting chapters 
with special projects  

 

McNeilan Scholarships -- Furthering the      
education of students in horticulture at OSU 

 

Payment of State Corporate Fees and      
Professional Tax Reviews to ensure our 
nonprofit status for OMGA and Chapters 

Annual donation to endow the Statewide    
Master Gardener Program 

 

Publications -- Funding the distribution of PNW 
Handbooks to all chapters 

 

Payment of biennial Registration Fees to the 
State of Oregon Legal Entity Registration  

 

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT of OSU MG PROGRAM and OMGA CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
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Jan McNeilan Quarterly Grant 
 

This grant was initiated in 2007 in honor of Jan McNeilan in order to provide monetary assistance 

to OMGA Chapters that host Quarterly Board meetings. These meetings are held around the state of 

Oregon. Executive Committee, Chapter Representatives, Alternate Chapter Representatives and 

various members of the host Chapter attend this meeting to discuss Association business, share 

best practices and gardening solutions, direct the various community outreach funding projects. 
 

If the host chapter chooses to request partial reimbursement, a letter from the Chapter Treasurer is 

sent to the OMGA Treasurer with all applicable receipts attached. Reimbursements for up to $300 are allowable. 
 

Deadlines for receipt of the reimbursement are determined by the OMGA Treasurer. 

 

- Cover Letter to OSU Extension Agents 

- OMGA Extension Educator Grant Article 

- OMGA 2016 Extension Grants 

- OMGA Extension Educator Grant Request Form ( PDF Format ) ( Word Format ) 
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Master Gardener Individual Awards 
 

Each year, at the Gardeners Mini-College, the OSU Extension Master Gardener Program and the  

OMGA recognize County Master Gardeners of the Year, as well as the winners of 

the Statewide Master Gardener of the Year and the Behind the Scenes Award.  County Mas-

ter Gardeners of the Year are cooperatively selected by local Associations and Master Gardener 

Program staff. 
 

The Statewide Master Gardener of the Year and the Behind the Scenes Award will be selected, 

from all applications that are received, by the Awards Committee. This eight-person committee will 

use a set of standard criteria to review all applications. Links to this criteria is listed below. Also, 

you will find the nomination forms for the County Master Gardener of the Year, Statewide Master 

Gardener of the Year and the Behind the Scenes Award links below: 
 

- County Master Gardeners of the Year 

- Statewide Master Gardener of the Year 

- Behind the Scenes Award 

- Standard Criteria document to review all applications 

- Letter from Program Director and all State Forms and Criteria in one File in PDF format  
 

Applications are due to Gail Langellotto, Awards Committee Chair and Statewide MG Coordinator, 
 

 by May 15th of the current year 
 

- Past State Award and Behind the Scenes Recipients 

Extension Educator Grant 
 

The OMGA Extension Educator Grant Program has funds to help OSU   

Extension Community Horticulture Agents, Program Assistants or       

designated OSU Extension Staff responsible for County MG programs to 

enhance their ability to educate the public in home horticulture.  

Due Date for Submission is June 1, 2017 
 

The following are reference documents for the OMGA Extension Educator Grant: 


