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2017 State Master Gardener of the Year 

Katherine Johnson of Columbia County 

was honored as being named the 2017 

State Master Gardener of the Year. 

She has demonstrated her competence 

and expertise in many diversified areas 

relating to representing the mission of 

the OSU MG program. She has been an 

extremely active, innovative MG leader 

for 18 years including being the OMGA  

treasurer for 10, and 6 years as CCMGA 

treasurer. She has kept local chapter 

treasurers up-to-date on financial matters 

and in compliance with the IRS. Besides 

being the CCMGA Spring Fair coordinator  

Congratulations, 

Katherine! 

2017 IMGC Search for Excellence Winners 

1st Place - Research Category     

Grafted Vegetable Trial Garden, Marion County 

3rd Place - Special Needs Category     

NORCO/Spring Fair, Wasco County 

3rd Place - Research Category     

Yaquina Bay Lighthouse/School Garden 

Lincoln County 

1st Place - Workshop Category     

10 Minute University, Clackamas County 

since 2000, she has a life long passion for roses and has educated 

many a MG on their care. As the Rose Society president, she        

received the honor of being Knighted as a Royal Rosarian in 2014.     

mailto:GardenersPenNewsletter@gmail.com?subject=newsletter%20articles
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...by  Seamus Ramirez 

Before I go forward with this issue’s article I want to personally thank you all for your 

dedication to the OSU Master Gardener Program.  Also, if you have ever thought about 

participating or having a greater role in the OMGA now is the time.  We currently have 

Executive Committee and various introductory positions available for you to settle into.  

So reach out to any member of the OMGA Executive Board for further information as to 

what opportunities are or will be available in 2018. 
 

Earlier this week I was out planting some ginger root in our rain garden with Pita, our 

noble Border Collie, when I took great interest in our Birch tree all the while several  

Yellow Jackets were free sampling my neck and the back of my arm, but that’s not the 

point.  Well -- at least not entirely – more directly it was my “Aha Moment” while   

stemming (pun intended) on the Birch.  No, it wasn’t the realization that I was getting 

bitten, that was more of an Owie, Owie, Ouch-Ouch! moment, but the correlation of the 

Birch tree to the relationship between OSU, OMGA, and you.  
 

But wait, this edition of The Gardener’s Pen is themed Pet Friendly Gardening and a 

quick glance at the IMGC and my allotted space is limited.  You know that’s a shame 

because It was a pretty good metaphor too. 
 

Let’s discuss a bit about poisonous plants.  Here are two websites that contain printable 

poisonous plant listings that you could use to compare to the plants you already have.  
 

1. ASPCA (www.aspca.org/pet-care) – Scroll down to and click Animal Poison     

Control. This will connect you to a page that has links to lists of not only poisonous 

Plants, People Food, and Household Products, but to the ASPCA Animal Poison 

Control Center’s (APCC) free mobile app. 
 

2. The Garden Factory Inc. (www.gardenfactoryny.com/media/pdf/ToxicPlants.pdf) - 

Plants Toxic to Dogs & Cats list. 
 

If you just happen to be out walking “Pavlov“ or “Schrödinger” when bleeding hearts are 

suddenly on the menu because someone spilled their au jus on them earlier you should 

have the ASPCA APCC 24-hour emergency poison hotline 1-888-426-4435, your pet’s 

veterinarian, and your local veterinary emergency clinic in your contacts.  Also, if you’re 

at home when your furry friend decides to ingest some of those toxic plants you may 

have in your yard or home, for goodness' sake know the names of your own plants because 

as you know, identifying plants over the phone can be difficult to nearly impossible! 
 

You may also want to have a Pet First Aid Kit handy.  You can ei-

ther purchase a pre-made one or assemble one yourself.  For a list 

of PFA kit supplies check out this  Humane Society link or go to 

www.humanesociety.org, in the search bar enter first aid kit and 

then click on appropriate link.  In addition to these supplies, I    

personally, recommend the syringe to be 12cc or larger with a     

removable needle.  The needle will give you added length for easi-

er filling of the syringe and is removable for flushing purposes.  

Also, a scalpel or safety razor blades, along with a very sharp 

knife should be included.  
 

Shanti, my friends and may you forever walk in beauty. 

The Gardener’s Pen 

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care
https://www.gardenfactoryny.com/media/pdf/ToxicPlants.pdf
http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/tips/pet_first_aid_kit.html
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Serving on the OMGA Board is very 

rewarding and interesting.  It is an 

opportunity to learn about the amazing 

things that Oregon Master Gardeners 

are doing and to look for ways to help all 

of the Oregon chapters fulfill their goals.  

September Greetings: 
 

I hope that you had a wonderful summer with a very productive garden.   
 

At the November OMGA Board of Directors meeting in Josephine County, we will be electing 

officers for 2018.  According to the OMGA Bylaws, all officers serve a 1-year term and 

may serve for a second year.   
 

It is the responsibility of the President-elect to find people to serve in each of the elected 

and appointed positions.  I will send the slate of proposed officers to everyone on the    

OMGA Board by October 27, 2017 (one week before the meeting).  Of course, nominations 

from the floor are always accepted.    

The appointed positions include: 

    Past President 

    Historian 

    Newsletter Editor 

    Database Manager 

    Extension Educator Grant Chairperson 

    Send-A-Friend Chairperson 

    Karl Carlson Fund Chairperson 

 Marge Luce Search for Excellence    

Chairperson 

    Silent Auction Chairperson 

...by Sue Nesbitt, OMGA President-elect  

The Gardener’s Pen 

Anybody have a fun quote  
for this tree eating fence? 

Email me at  
gardenerspennewsletter.com 

 

Do you have any fun pictures like this to 
share?  Send them my way at: 
gardenerspennewsletter.com 

 

Please don’t hesitate to call (503-487-6744) or email me at sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com    

if you have any questions.   I look forward to hearing from you. 

The elected officers are: 

   President 

   President-elect 

   1st Vice President 

   2nd Vice President 

   Secretary 
The position descriptions are located on 

pages 29 through 51 of the OMGA Poli-

cies and  Procedures.  This document is 

located on the OMGA website at:  
 

http://omga.org/wp-content/

uploads/2017/02/P-and-P-w.-TC-

2_4_17.pdf  

mailto:gardenerspennewsletter.com?subject=tree%20eating%20fence%20quote
mailto:gardenerspennewsletter.com?subject=tree%20eating%20fence%20quote
mailto:sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com
http://omga.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/P-and-P-w.-TC-2_4_17.pdf
http://omga.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/P-and-P-w.-TC-2_4_17.pdf
http://omga.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/P-and-P-w.-TC-2_4_17.pdf


4 

Are you looking for training opportunities for 

recertification?  
 

Would you like to review a topic you didn’t quite get the first time around?  
 

Do you know someone who is considering becoming a Master Gardener, and you’d like to 

give them a thorough, easy introduction to the OSU Extension MG Program? 
 

Would you like to do all this from the comfort of your own home?  
 

The answer to all of these questions the Master Gardener Online Short 

Course Series.  Never heard of them? Well, here’s the dirt... 
 

The MG Short Courses are an offshoot of the Master Gardener Online Training Course (an 

alternative basic training option for people who can’t attend the on-site trainings). Each 

short course covers a single topic, and consists of a narrated Powerpoint lecture; a .pdf 

transcription of the lecture for those who prefer to read; links to a variety of supplemental 

material on the topic including articles, books, videos, and websites; and a self-test quiz.  

The Short Courses are self-paced, and you can return to them as many times as you want, 

whenever you want. 
 

Here’s what we’ve got for you: 
 

Oregon Master Gardener Program – available FREE to all. This is an introduction to the 

Oregon Master Gardener Program, its history, how it is organized, and the role MG       

volunteers play. All new MGs are encouraged to view this as part of their training. It can 

also be viewed by would-be MGs who are deciding whether to join! 
 

Subject Courses ($33.75 each for MG’s) 

Botany Basics 

Soils and Compost 

Vegetable Gardening 

Introduction to Entomology 

Plant Pathology 

Integrated Pest Management (complete update coming in 2017) 

Pesticide Safety 

Herbaceous and Ornamental Plants (new in 2017) 

Sustainable Landscape Design (new in 2017) 

Sustainable Landscape Management (new in 2017) 
 

We’ll be adding new topics, and updating old modules, over the next few months and 

years, and will occasionally rotate out old modules as new ones replace them. 
 

Here’s where to find the MG Short Courses:  

https://pace.oregonstate.edu/catalog/master-gardener-short-course-series 

Master Gardeners get a 25% discount off the regular $45 price – use the discount code 

MG25 when you purchase one. 
 

For more information, contact instructor Signe Danler @ signe.danler@oregonstate.edu,  

...by Signe Danler, Benton County MG  

The Gardener’s Pen 

The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies.   - Gertrude Jekyll 

https://pace.oregonstate.edu/catalog/master-gardener-short-course-series
mailto:signe.danler@oregonstate.edu)


5 

...by Debbie Haugsten, MG & Linda Jones, Program Coordinator 

What’s better than spending time in your garden with 

your kitties frolicking or your pup lying in the shade.  

Our pets are our companions, our friends and our     

family. We want to keep them safe. 
 

Ten years ago, Clatsop County Master Gardener, Susan 

Dyer Preston, moved to a Craftsman house in Astoria 

and began creating gardens in her sparse new yard.  

Her adopted golden retriever, Georgie, chewed and ate 

one of her new plants and became violently ill. Their trip 

to the vet, and emergency services saved her dog, but 

Susan became very aware that she needed to research 

the plants that were being planted in her garden. 
Clatsop County Animal Shelter Pet-

Friendly  Garden by Clatsop County MG’s 

Susan researched the ASPCA Toxic Plant Database and found that several plants that she 

had just installed were toxic to pets. She was inspired to learn more about coastal plants 

that were safe for her pets and began her mission to start a MG project to educate the pet 

owners of Clatsop County about plants that could cause harm to their pets, as well as plants 

that are safe and non-toxic. 
 

Susan’s vision was to create a garden that was completely safe for pets.  After applying for 

the project and receiving a budget from CCMGA and funds from OMGA, she was able to start 

the Clatsop County Master Gardeners Pet-Friendly Garden located at the Clatsop County Animal Shelter.   

The garden includes only plants that are non-toxic to 

pets. The front of the Animal Shelter is adorned by 

honeysuckle, coreopsis, Shasta daisies, rosemary, sword 

fern, Hinoki Cypress, columbine, penstemon, Lavender, 

and blue fescue. The educational components in the 

garden include a decorative metal stand that holds a 

permanently mounted garden map and a plant list.  
  

There is also a brochure explaining the elements of a 

pet-friendly garden; non-toxic plants, a safe enclosed 

space, a shady area, a “potty’ area, water access, and a 

climbing structure-tree for cats.  The brochure includes 

an insert listing toxic plants, as well as safe, non-toxic 

plants. It also includes the ASPCA website for a more  

comprehensive list of safe and unsafe plants. This brochure is given to families who are 

adopting dogs or cats from the shelter. 

Not long after the Pet-Friendly garden  
project was started, it won an OMGA 

Search for Excellence award. 

The additional educational component is a tri-board that is displayed inside the lobby of the 

animal shelter. The display shows the plant lists, the elements of the pet-friendly garden, and 

the importance of learning about the toxicity of plants you choose for you home gardens. 

The Master Gardeners love working in this garden as the shelter dog walkers are out and 

about and stopping by to see what’s happening, and asking about the plants. The trainees 

have also love learning about the plants, both toxic and non-toxic.  The partnership has been 

wonderful, as both the shelter employees and volunteers, AND the Clatsop County Master 

Gardeners have a common bond…..we all love our animals and want them to be happy and 

safe in their living environment.  It’s a win-win situation! 

The Gardener’s Pen 

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants
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...by Gail Langellotto, Statewide MG 

In 2007, we moved cross country, so that I could take 

the position of Statewide Master Gardener Coordinator 

at Oregon State University.  This was my first chance   

to have a yard and a garden. This is also when I found 

out that Camden loved to eat carrots, snap peas,       

tulip bulbs ~ all of which she pulled out of my garden,  

at one point, or another.  Other than that, she was a 

great dog.  In her senior years by this time, she largely 

left the garden alone. 

Camden passed away in 2012.  She was the doggy love 

of my life. The hole in my heart was so big, that I couldn’t bear the sadness. This is 

when Cowboy joined our family.  Cowboy was a rehome from a breeder. When I saw 

him, he looked so much like      Camden, he had to come home with me. Cowboy was an 

energetic puppy, between 1-2 years old, when he came home.  I had never had a dog 

that was this young, and was unprepared for his energy. 

My first dog was adopted from a shelter in Elmsford, New York.  Camden was in a    

kennel with five other dogs.  I wanted to meet another dog in that kennel, but Camden 

had  other ideas.  She pushed her way to the front, and basically said ‘you’re taking 

me home, NOW!’.  For four years, we lived in New York, where she didn’t have a yard.         

I walked her 2-3 times each day, and basically gave her everything she wanted.  She 

was so spoiled. 

Camden: my first Siberian Husky. 

Cowboy: my current pup, at 
doggy day care 

He dug holes. He climbed 6-foot fences! He ran 

through our raspberry patch and our lilies. Like      

Camden, he would dig up carrots, pull down snap peas, 

and dig up tulip bulbs.  He dug through unfinished  

compost.  In short, he had the spirit of young puppy, 

and we had to find a way to redirect his energy. 

Over the years, I’ve learned a few tricks for keeping 

him safe and happy in the garden.  First, a tired husky 

is a happy and non-destructive husky.  Long walks or 

runs, visits to the dog park, doggy daycare, and puzzle  

toys all help to redirect his energy in positive ways.  Second, I’ve built ‘tunnels’ that he 

can run through, out of chicken wire.  By simply putting a few of these tunnels out in the 

garden, in carefully selected spots, I can redirect him away from areas where I don’t 

want him running.  For some reason, he loves to run through tight spots.  Third, I’ve 

learned not to feed him veggies that I’ll be growing in the garden.  He loves vegetables, 

and if he gets a taste for something that we’re growing, he will happily help himself.  

And to be honest, I’ve just given up on growing tulips in the back yard. 

The Gardener’s Pen 

Mini-College is coming back in 2018! 

July 12-13-14, 2018 at Linfield College 
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Claudia’s take-away is to go on recommending oil of any kind (e.g. hort oil, neem oil), 

when appropriate.  Remember that oils are most effective against small, soft-bodied      

insects that are not heavily armored, covered with hairs, or otherwise physically protected 

from the oils. Oils can be effective at smothering aphids, whiteflies, scales, mealy bugs, 

mites and thrips.  These same oils (including clarified hydrophobic extract of neem oil) are 

not likely to be effective against larger, hard-bodied insects (e.g. beetles), or larger      

insects with lots of hairs (e.g. many caterpillars). 
 

Isman, M. B. O. Koul, A. Luczynski, J. Kaminski. 1990. Insecticidal and antifeedant bioactivities of neem oils 

and their relationship to azadirachtin content. J. Agric. Food Chem. 38: 1406-1411. 

Although you may get insecticidal activity from trace amounts of azadirachtin, the       

insecticidal  activity may in fact come from the smothering effect of the oil.   So, is neem 

oil a good choice for pest control? It doesn’t have the same insecticidal activity as      

azadirachtin (but is less expensive than azadirachtin).  Instead, it has a mode of action 

that approximates hort oil (but is more expensive than hort oil). 
 

Studies as far back as 1990 (Isman et al. 1990) have found that the concentration of 

azadirachtin within Neem products is strongly associated with the insecticidal activity of 

the product. The more azadirachtin, the more likely it is that the pesticide will effectively 

control an insect pest.  But, this same paper noted that the levels of azadirachtin may 

vary from very little (<50 ppm) to quite a bit (>4,000 ppm).  

One example of this was a recent email conversation between myself, Multnomah County 

Master Gardener, Claudia Groth and Statewide Pesticide Safety Education Program 

(PSEP) Coordinator, Kaci Buhl.  All of us have advanced degrees related to IPM. All of us 

are licensed pesticide consultants. Yet all three of us were confused by the potential    

differences between Neem, Neem Oil and Azadirachtin. Were these products different? 

Or were they essentially the same? 
 

What I have said in the past, is that neem oil (sold at far cheaper a price than           

azadirachtin) - has usually had the azadirachtin extracted. Even though azadirachtin may 

be in neem oil, the amounts are far less than what is in products sold as azadirachtin.  

Now on to pet peeves in the garden. One of my biggest pet peeves has to do with     

pesticide labels, and how sincerely difficult it can be to decipher the information on a 

pesticide label. Now, this pet peeve goes beyond how small the type can be on a       

pesticide label. I’m talking about how difficult it can sometimes be to decipher 

what is in a pesticide product. 

Extracted with 
alcohol   

Clarified hydrophobic 
extract of neem 
oil             

no azadirachtin 

  

Pressed 
oil                 
         

Cold pressed neem 
oil                                
                   

azadiractin present 
(usually labeled as 
3,000 ppm) 

  

Claudia also notes that the most common neem products for the home 

gardener (Monterey, Bonide, Natria (Bayer), and GardenSafe) are all 

clarified hydrophobic extract of neem oil.  The one (commonly found) 

product that is cold-pressed neem oil (with  azadirachtin) is the Dyna-

Gro Leaf Polish!! Curiously, this product is sold as a ‘leaf polish’, and 

makes no claims for insecticidal activity, of course.  Hmmm. 

What’s In a Name:  Neem, Neem Oil, Azadirachtin 

The Gardener’s Pen 

https://exmail.oregonstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=w5womm3w0-ISCkCJDufmDmrAeC6qh8WOetieR0X7_nMEv7EtBfnUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.epa.gov%2fpesticides%2fchem_search%2freg_actions%2fregistration%2ffs_G-127_01-Oct-01.pdf
https://exmail.oregonstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=w5womm3w0-ISCkCJDufmDmrAeC6qh8WOetieR0X7_nMEv7EtBfnUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.epa.gov%2fpesticides%2fchem_search%2freg_actions%2fregistration%2ffs_G-127_01-Oct-01.pdf
https://exmail.oregonstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=w5womm3w0-ISCkCJDufmDmrAeC6qh8WOetieR0X7_nMEv7EtBfnUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.epa.gov%2fpesticides%2fchem_search%2freg_actions%2fregistration%2ffs_G-127_01-Oct-01.pdf
https://exmail.oregonstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=VOyg6G1y0b7B8rzneIvdKR9yHOxYuMYzt1agxAJrKHQEv7EtBfnUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.epa.gov%2fpesticides%2fchem_search%2freg_actions%2fregistration%2ffs_PC-025006_07-Apr-10.pdf
https://exmail.oregonstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=VOyg6G1y0b7B8rzneIvdKR9yHOxYuMYzt1agxAJrKHQEv7EtBfnUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww3.epa.gov%2fpesticides%2fchem_search%2freg_actions%2fregistration%2ffs_PC-025006_07-Apr-10.pdf
https://exmail.oregonstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=kvLjxOt-lJBVKwuPpB5jiWDqRUOFCCNCGsXX5f_B0NoEv7EtBfnUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fdyna-gro.com%2fproduct%2fneem-oil%2f
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Plant romp-proof shrubs and perennials like ornamental grasses around the edge of the 

garden. Put brittle plants like salvias in the center, where they'll be protected. Try to avoid 

having bare soil – it’s a perfect invitation to cats and dogs to dig. If you’ve planted vegeta-

ble seeds into the ground, keep the seed bed moist, as cats prefer to dig in dry, loose soil.  

From the University of California Cooperative Extension, Trinity County (and Sunset Magazine) #234729 handout, Gardening with Pets  

A place to answer nature's call: Your dog needs a spot to  

relieve himself, but it doesn't have to be your lawn or flower 

bed. Set aside a corner of your yard as a toilet area, and train 

your pet to eliminate there and nowhere else. This learning   

process may take a puppy about three weeks and an adult dog 

longer. Cover the designated area with material Fido will accept 

and that you can clean easily. Flagstone, pea gravel, bricks, and 

cedar chips are all good choices. If you have a male dog,      

consider adding a marking post so he can define his territory. 

While it’s true that dog urine can be damaging to grass, as well 

as shrubs and perennials, there’s a lot of mythology on this topic. There’s no truth to the 

belief that female dog urine causes more damage to lawns because it’s more caustic.  Fe-

male dogs get blamed for spots in the lawn more often, because they tend to empty their 

bladders in one go on the lawn, whereas males like to spread it around and pee on things 

other than the grass. The damage done by dog urine on lawns and other ornamental 

plants is caused by excess nitrogen in one spot, and that “burns” plants. 

Pet-safe landscaping: Avoid thorny and spiny plants, which can cause serious eye      

injuries. Many wild mushrooms produce afla-toxins, which can be fatal if ingested by dogs; 

if mushrooms appear, dig and dispose of them immediately. Your compost pile should be 

off-limits for the same reason. Weeds can be dangerous, especially foxtail grasses with 

barbed seed heads, which dogs can accidentally inhale with serious consequences.  

Cat plants: Cats go wild for catnip (Nepeta catoria), rolling around on 

the plant and getting very playful. The plant’s precise effect on cats  

remains a mystery, but there is no question that cats adore it, as well 

as catmint (Nepeta faassenii and related species). Fortunately, both 

are tough plants that seem able to withstand feline attention. To     

discourage neighborhood cats, avoid growing these plants.  

Running track: A long, winding path provides dogs with plenty of exercise. If 

your dogs have already created their own paths through the garden, don't try to 

redirect them. Instead, turn their well-worn routes into proper pathways.  

Additional precautions: Plant in raised beds or 

on mounds; start with 1-gallon or larger plants.  

Put up temporary fencing around newly land-

scaped areas; when you remove it, add a rock 

border or low fencing as a reminder to stay out. 

Sensible plants: Plants near paths should 

have soft foliage but be sturdy enough to 

stand canine rough-housing. If you plant land-

scaped areas densely, dogs will stay out.  

http://cetrinity.ucanr.edu/files/234729.pdf
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For the past several years, OMGA has recognized our Master Gardener members who 

have generously supported the Master Gardener program by remaining a member of the 

OMGA and volunteering their services and expertise in their communities for 20 years or 

more.  This year we are honored to add several more members to this prestigious list.  

Please recognize the following Master Gardeners: 

Thank you! For your many, many years of service to the                             
OSU Master Gardener Program.  You are much appreciated!  

Susi Swanson ~ Benton 

Caroline Flamez ~ Benton 

Karen Varty ~ Clackamas 

Linda Neff ~ Clackamas 

Carla Kildhl ~ Clackamas 

Muriel Dittler ~ Clackamas 

Herb Davis ~ Clackamas 

Dorothy Davis ~ Clackamas 

Betty Buford ~ Clackamas 

Mickey Becker ~ Clackamas 

Bob Law ~ Jackson 

James Scannell ~ Jackson 

Diane Seitz ~ Jackson 

David James ~ Josephine 

Linda Dean ~ Josephine 

Pauline Dunn ~ Josephine 

June Tallent ~ Josephine 

Tom Bettman ~ Lane 

John Parrott ~ Lane 

Theresa Boock ~ Lane 

Verna Collet ~ Lincoln 

Web Stiles ~ Lincoln 

Becky Stiles ~ Lincoln 

Sally Reill ~ Lincoln 

Susi Maresh ~ Linn 

Janet Riedel ~ Tillamook 

Charlotte Earl ~ Yamhill 

Linda Schepel ~ Yamhill 

30 Year Recognition Awards 
 

 Liz Douville ~ Central Oregon  

Maggie Conley ~ Clackamas 

Jackie Getty ~ Lane 

Tricia Clark-McDowell ~ Lane 

 

40 Year Recognition Awards 
 

Edd Orth ~ Lane 

20 Year Recognition Awards 

The Gardener’s Pen 
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State Master Gardener             
of  the Year  Nominees 
Bud Lacey ~ Central Gorge 

Herb Davis ~ Clackamas 

Rocky Bessette ~ Central Oregon 

Darrell Ward ~ Polk 

Katherine Johnson ~ Columbia 

Nominees for                                
State Behind the Scenes             
Sharon Andrews ~ Clackamas 

Liz Douville ~ Central Oregon 

Linda Holmes ~ Clatsop 

Judy Smith ~ Coos 

Polly Blum ~ Yamhill 

Tasha King ~ Douglas 

Search for Excellence Award 

Yamhill County    ~ Educational Plant Labels  

Extension Educator Grants 
Central Gorge  ~ Purchase reusable materials for Greenhouse project 

Central Oregon  ~ Garden Signage Project 

Clatsop County ~ Garden Plants ID signage project 

Curry County  ~ Microscope/camera for diagnosis and outreach 

Douglas County  ~ Garden Safety Signage Project 

Jackson County  ~ Extending access to the Demonstration Garden 

Klamath County  ~ Update traveling library science-based materials 

Lane County  ~ Mobile plant clinic IPad 

Multnomah  ~ School based outreach program 

Union County ~ Science based books for Master Gardener library 

Yamhill County  ~ Seed to Supper materials 

Karl Carlon Grants 
Central Gorge  ~ Teaching Greenhouse irrigation system 

Douglas County  ~ Garden Ettiquette signage 

Yamhill County ~ Horticulture Therapy program at Community Garden 

The Gardener’s Pen 
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Chapter Behind the Scenes  Recipients 

Rich Taylor ~ Benton 

Sandy Montag ~ Central Gorge 

Lavina Patterson ~ Columbia 

TBA ~ Josephine 

Mona Novotny ~ Klamath 

Don Burkhalter ~ Lane 

Ann Geyer ~ Lincoln 

Bill Pintard ~ Linn 

Elaine Smith ~ Marion 

Carolyn Dixon ~ Multnomah 

Betty Barker ~ Multnomah 

Linda Eggiman ~ Multnomah 

Loraine Van Hope ~ Multnomah 

Kay Beatty ~ Polk 

Evelyn VonFeldt ~ Tillamook 
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Chapter Master Gardener of  the Year  Recipients 

Christina Clark ~ Benton 

Tina Burnside ~ Central Oregon 

Marianne Kahl ~ Clackamas 

Yvonne Whitney ~ Clatsop 

Katherine Johnson ~ Columbia 

Sarah Brunnier ~ Coos 

Debbie Carroll ~ Curry 

Chris Rusch ~ Douglas  

TBA ~ Jackson County 

TBA ~ Josephine 

TBA ~ Josephine 

Gene Plank ~ Klamath 

John Thompson ~ Klamath 

Deb Schmidt ~ Lane 

Michael Christy ~ Lincoln 

Ann Capps ~ Linn 

Bill Sutkus ~ Marion 

Carol Sutkus ~ Marion 

Susan Marcus ~ Multnomah 

Allan Blazier ~ Polk 

Lyn Morris-Holman ~ Tillamook 

Doug Holman ~ Tillamook 

Richard Bertram ~ Umatilla 

Kathy O’Hern ~ Wasco 

Pat Fritz ~ Yamhill 
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The Oregon Convention Center, in Portland, was the site of the 2017 International Master 

Gardener Conference on July 10-14.  OMGA members and other volunteers contributed  

significant energetic commitment and involvement in the success of this event.  The       

approximately 1300 attendees had the opportunity to enjoy exceptional educational     

classes, culinary delights and share fun and friendship with Master Gardeners 

from OMGA Chapters and other states and countries. 

Gail Langellotto and OSU crew laid the foundation, four years ago, when they began this 

partnership with OMGA to host this event.  This achievement is noteworthy because it 

demonstrates how teamwork works when there is clear communication among volunteers 

working on a common plan and purpose.  CONGRATULATIONS! 

 Thanks to our generous financial sponsors, enthusiastic volunteers and faithful    

supporters whose contributions exceeded expectations and resulted in success! 

 Thanks to the Advisory Committee for exceptional resourcefulness 

and leadership 

 Thanks to the Convention Center and staff for outstanding service - 

the location and facilities were superb! 

 Thanks to Sue Nesbitt and crew for filling 700 hospitality bags - 

given to the attendees who stayed at the hotels 

 Thanks to Marcia Sherry and the decorating volunteers for the 

unique and elegant event decorations 

 Thanks to Kathleen O’Hern and the hospitality volunteers that 

kept all of the attendees “in the know” 

 Thanks to the 17 OMGA Chapters who transported their designed and decorated   

bicycles.  They were wonderfully displayed in key areas.  Attendees appreciated the 

“extraordinary talents” of Oregon Master Gardeners. 

 Thanks to Gail Langellotto who organized the registration process and to the        

registration volunteers who handled the difficult job with efficiency and ease 

 Thanks for the production of the 20 page conference booklet - easy to read and use!   

 Thanks to Pete Jacobson and Marcia Strader for organizing and managing the 

Trade show and to participating vendors.  Attendees were introduced to Innovative 

vendors, interesting MG Chapter booths including the informational OMGA booth 

 Thanks to the event photographer, Sharon Andrews for documenting the fun 

 Thanks to Sherry Sheng and team for publishing the event through varied mediums 

 Thanks to Claudia Groth and crew for organizing memorable tours showcasing Oregon 

 Thanks to Lynne Trimpe and Ellen Tappon for organizing the evening film festivals 

 Thanks to Amy Jo Detweiler and crew for providing amazing speakers to enjoy 

The Gardener’s Pen 
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By the Numbers: 

 1,294 registrations, the high-

est ever for an International 

Master Gardener Conference 

 3 countries - U.S. (46 states and 

the District of Columbia), Canada  

(5 provinces) and South Korea 

 48 presentations (3 keynote 

speakers - 45 concurrent classes) 

 18 tours with about 700 sign-ups 

 39 sponsors 

 50 trade show vendors 

 Over 100 volunteers 

 17 decorated bicycles 

 26 Search for Excellence awards 

Douglas County MG’s - which way did 

they say is up, again? 

Patty Driscoll and Richard Lemon, 

Lane County, tickling the keys on   

one of the pre-tours 

All of the 125 centerpieces are ready! 

Seamus Ramirez, OMGA   

presdent, dancing away as  

the stage is being set 

Lane County MG’s setting up           

their Bicycle Display 

MG enjoying 

one of the 

conference 

tours 

Laura of 

Multnomah 

County 

wearing a 

snazzy  

volunteer 

apron! 
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Central Gorge’s Shari Bosler 

reacting after winning a full 

registration to the 2019 IMGC 

in Valley Forge, PA  

Ann Geyer and Heather Fortner  

showing off the leaf print cards 

Lincoln County MG’s created for 

hospitality welcome bags 

Attendees from Wisconsin    

adding their dots to the map 

Does anyone recognize Oregon’s 

own Red Pig (Tools)? 

Trade Show goodies! 

Creating the Washington County            

bicycle display 

OMGA Trade Show booth 

with Marcia Sherry and 

Cathy Burdett 

MG admiring the Clackamas 

pot dog and his wagon! 

Multnomah County’s ‘Give-away Roses’ for 

all attendees to wear - did you get one? 

Sue Nesbitt of Yamhill County 

helping to ‘Set the Stage’ 

Pictures by Sharon Andrews, Clackamas 

County and Marcia Sherry, Yamhill County 
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First Place Winner:  

Lincoln County ~ “BEACH BIKE” 

Second Place Winner:  

Curry County ~ “Driftwood BIKE” 

Third Place Winner:  

Yamhill County  

And the winners are... 

Central Oregon Columbia County 

Polk County 

Tillamook County 

Multnomah County 
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Lane County 

Clackamas County 

Douglas County 

Washington County 

Wasco County 

Josephine County 

Linn County 

Coos County 

Benton County 

Thank you, OMGA Chapters for your participation in creating such whimsical 

and fun-loving bicycle displays!  You wouldn’t believe all the attention they 

drew - even from people beyond the conference attendees!  MG’s across the 

US and Canada have shared your enthusiasm and team efforts through      

photos and videos with their home chapters and groups.  You are all amazing! 
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2nd Quarterly Board of Director’s Meeting 

June 3rd, 2017 at Clackamas County 

The OMGA Board learned that Barbara Hassen had   

secured employment and is stepping down as 2nd VP 

and will not be finishing the Mentor Program report.   
 

Friday’s Leadership Forum was held at the Hopkins 

Demonstration Forest in Oregon City.  Participants had 

a short tour of the forest and heard about the basics of 

operating and caring for a working forest.  After lunch, 

Carolyn Waterfall, a Portland Community College instructor, 

gave a presentation on dealing with customers based 

on learning styles:  visual, auditory or kinesthetic. 
 

Katherine Johnson, OMGA Treasurer, reported that 5 

awards were given from Send-A-Friend program to 

help members attending the 2017 IMGC in Portland. 
 

Terry Ruiter, 1st VP, related that the survey of chapters 

regarding Mini-College was almost complete with most 

respondents wanting Mini-College to continue.  A new 

host for MC needs to be identified as Yamhill Co. has 

hosted the last 2 years and would like someone else to 

have the opportunity. 
 

A motion passed to change the OMGA financial audits 

from quarterly to annually at the 1st Quarterly meeting. 
 

The OMGA booth for 2017 IMGC will be designed and 

decorated by Yamhill Co. MG’s Cathy Burdett and   

Marcia Sherry. The booth will be the distribution point 

for the IMGC pins and the collection point for the Bingo 

game cards. Barbara Davidson, Jackson County, will be 

responsible for scheduling volunteers as hosts at the 

OMGA booth. OMGA will also be selling sun visors    

embroidered with MASTER GARDENER on the front.    
 

Seamus Ramirez, President, is asking members to submit 

entries of Haiku poetry for printing in the Gardener’s Pen. 
 

 

Sue Nesbitt, President-Elect, would like to visit all 

Chapters in the coming year to get better acquainted 

with members.  Chapters are encouraged to let Sue 

know if they have a special event for her to attend. 
 

This year OMGA officers will try to attend each Chapter’s 

graduation/awards event to present any awards which 

normally would have been presented at Mini-College. 

The Gardener’s Pen 

2017 OMGA  

Meetings: 
 

Executive Committee  
 

October 6th, 2017  -  4th Quarter 

Linn County Extension Office 
 

Leadership Forum 
 

November 3rd, 2017  -  4th Quarter 

Hosted by:  Josephine County 
 

Board of Directors  
 

November 4th, 2017  -  4th Quarter 

Hosted by:  Josephine County 

2018 OMGA  

Meetings: 

Executive Committee  
 

February 2ndth, 2018  -  1st Quarter 

May 4th, 2018 - 2nd Quarter 

June 2018 - date TBA 
 

Leadership Forum 
 

March 2nd, 2018  -  1st Quarter 

June 1st, 2018 - 2nd Quarter 

July 11th - 14th @ Mini-College 
 

Board of Directors  
 

March 3rd, 2018  -  1st Quarter 

June 2nd, 2018 - 2nd Quarter 

July 11th - 14th @ Mini-College 

Mini-College is coming back in 2018! 

July 12-13-14, 2018 at Linfield College 



"Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational 
programs, activities, and materials without discrimination based 
on age, color, disability, gender identity  or expression, genetic 
information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. Oregon State University 
Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer." 

The Gardener’s Pen Newsletter  

is published three times per year:  

April, September and December  

by the Oregon Master  

Gardener Association.   

Deadline for the December 2017 issue is:  

November 23rd, 2017.   

Theme:  “Container Gardening” 

Please send your articles and photos to: 

Marcia Sherry, Managing Editor  
 

GardenersPenNewsletter@gmail.com 

We are online at:   www.omga.org 

 

2017 OMGA  
Executive Committee  

TM 

 

President:  Seamus Ramirez 

President Elect: Sue Nesbitt 

1st Vice President:   Terry Reuter 

2nd Vice President:   Vacant 

Secretary:     Barbara Davidson 

Treasurer:          Katherine Johnson 

Past President:   Sam Sadtler 

Database:            Jim Liskey 

Historian:          VACANT 

Newsletter Editor:  Marcia Sherry 

Statewide Coordinator of the Oregon Master 
Gardener Program:  Gail Langellotto 

Do your pets try to 

“help” with the       

gardening? Maybe    

we need these signs 

for gardeners who 

practice/promote     

dubious gardening   

information, too!  

University of Illinois        

Extension Unit 23           

Master Gardener, found on 

Extension Master Gardener                  

Facebook page 

This is my dog "Megan surveying her kingdom" that is, the backyard. 
 

In particular, she likes to patrol the perimeter of the fence. I moved 

plants away from the fence line so she can have a good run.  
 

I removed other plants that might be a problem if ingested. Other-

wise, she has the run of the place and keeps the critters at bay as well.   
 

Linda Kenney, Multnomah County MG 

mailto:GardenersPenNewsletter@gmail.com?subject=newsletter%20articles
http://oregonmastergardeners.org/

