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+ FTOm the president's Desk

....by Alan cook

Seasons Greetings

This is the time of year to reflect on our past year and to plan for the next year.

Notable achievements for 2015 focused on updating OMGA’s Policy and Procedures, as

well as our By-laws.

We updated and transferred our website management to a private

consultant, which has received great reviews. We were able to recruit an Historian and a
Data Manager because two vacancies that had occurred.

Financially, we held our own.

Most notably we were able to satisfy our $10,000 commit-

ment to the 2017 International Master Gardener Conference in Portland. Mini-College this
year came in under budget, enabling us to get ready for 2017, when Mini-College will be

put on hold due to the International Master Gardener Conference.

Speaking of Mini-College, it was very successful, presenting great continu-

their invitation.

Mini-College 2016 planning is underway already and we will be back
at Linfield College in McMinnville with a promising array of topics.

& year.

In closing, I want to thank all of the members of |
the Executive Committee for their hard and
much appreciated and dedicated work over [s%
2015 and their return commitment for 2016.

1 I would also like to thank all of the chapters
1 who hosted our quarterly leadership, executive g
and board meetings and look forward to meet- |k 4
ing at different parts of the state this coming &

May you all have a great Year!

ing education opportunities along with a comfortable social atmosphere.

A highlight of 2015 was the opportunity to visit the Umatilla Chapter at
It was a great opportunity to share the OMGA story
and enjoy some great hospitality. Along the way, we stopped in The
Dalles and toured their demonstration garden down by the river.
It was amazing to see the results of private/chapter collaboration. This
is a garden that truly all ages can learn from and enjoy. (Pictures this page.)

A number of us went to the International Master Gardener Conference
in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Despite the heavy rain, many good classes and
tips for a successful Oregon Conference in 2017 were gleaned.

As I look to next year, I would hope to have more opportunities to visit various chapters
throughout the state and their respective projects.

The Dalles Imagination Garden, aka The DIG has
a petal garden in the shape of the OSU MG trade-
mark. Each of the six petals is divided into a fairy tale
story. During the late spring through early fall good
weather days, a copy of each corresponding fairy tale
is kept at the stem of each petal. It is located along
a paved path along the Columbia River. Strollers on
this path have often been observed stopping to read the
stories then appreciate the corresponding garden
theme, “"Where children learn to grow”.

Another feature is the "Coffee at the DIG” where
MG’s take turns presenting a 20-30 minute lesson on
garden topics. Coffee and a pastry are provided for
physical refreshment along with the refreshing
garden lesson. There is a sign at the garden visible
from the river trail identifying the upcoming topic,
date and time. Passersby often stop in and to enjoy
this time with us. Often, we have repeat visitors
and use this as recruitment of future MG’s.
- Taken from Jens Fredrickson’s November chapter report, edited.
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Meet the 2016 EXecutive Boar

President: Al Cook

I became a Josephine County Master
Gardener in 2005. When not garden-
ing, I enjoy fishing, travel and back
country rafting.

President - Elect: Marilyn Scheffler

Class of 2001 in Linn County.
My goal as a member of the OMGA
board is to be considered as an
approachable member to everyone;
&l and to be a voice for our Association
to the community.

Past President: David Rugg

Class of 2000 Jackson County
| Master Gardener. A retired civilian
o] software engineer of the US Navy.
£ 1l Enjoys archeology, geology, good
food, sketching, woodworking, out-
door activities and travel.

1st Vice President and
Newsletter Editor: Marcia Sherry

Became an MG in 2000 in Cincinnati, OH;
recertified in Salt Lake City in 2004;
and again in 2008 in Yamhill County.
Am a retired architect and stained glass
enthusiast.

2nd Vice President: Vacant

Secretary: Sue Nesbitt

Became a Yamhill County Master
Gardener in 2012 along with her
husband. She is especially interested
in the care of roses, the propagation
of perennials and trying to resolve
"thorny" issues at plant clinics.

Treasurer: Katherine Johnson

Class of 1998 Columbia County.
Since 2003, I have held the offices
of State Auditor and State Treasurer
§| for OMGA . Also, I am a member of
the Portland Rose Society and 1
serve on the Board of Directors.

Historian: Seamus Ramirez

Clackamas County Class of 2011.
His current goal is to improve contact
within the chapters and further devel-
op ways in which “non-I-5 corridor”
chapters can be assisted. He does not
have a favorite plant for he finds
beauty in each one.

Database: Carolyn Farias

Josephine County Master
Gardener certified in 2013. Re-
tired Chief Deputy Clerk for Jose-
phine County. Lives on one shady
acre located on Rogue River and
when not gardening, loves to cross-
stitch, read and decorate my home.

2016 OMGA Meetings: Al meeting locations/times to be announced.

Executive Committee

March 4th - 15t Quarter
Hosted by Josephine County

June 3rd - 2"4 Quarter
Hosted by Central Gorge
August 3rd - 3" Quarter

at Mini-College - Yamhill County

November 4th - 4™ Quarter
Hosted by Tillamook County

Board of Directors

March 5th - 1 Quarter
Hosted by Josephine County

June 4th - 2"9 Quarter
Hosted by Central Gorge

August: to be announced -3 Qtr.
Mini-College - Yamhill County

Nov. 5th - 4" Quarter
Hosted by Tillamook County
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Master Gardener Awards

CONGRATUATIONS 2015 - DIAMOND PIONEER RECIPIENTS

AGRICULTURAL CAREER ACHEIVEMENT REGISTRY

The College of Agricultural Sciences honors individuals who have invested significant
contributions during their lifetime to agriculture, natural resources, and the people of
Oregon. The award provides the opportunity to publicly recognize the recipient’s
achievements in benefitting their community, industry or state.

P ] Yamhill County MG Association submitted three written
3 5 nomination applications. The following candidates/
recipients were honored at a special luncheon at the
OSU Alumni Center and inducted as permanent mem-
bers of the Diamond Pioneer Agricultural Achievement
Registry in the College of Agricultural Sciences.

Gail P. has a long history working with OSU Extesion
as a successful hazelnut farmer and an active YCMGA
member since 1996. As chair of the greenhouse
! committee for many years, she has contributed to the
Gene N., Sue N. and Gail P. financial stability of YCMGA.

Sue N. worked as an Extension, 4H Agent in Yamhill County from 1971-1977. Her
contributions to the OSU Master Gardener Program, YCMGA, OMGA and Mini-College’s
Silent Auction are diversified and extensive.

Gene N. has provided a lifetime of service in Oregon communities as a well respected
veterinarian. This is his second year as our energetic, detail oriented YCMGA President
who has introduced new programs and projects.

OSUEA Awards

The OSUEA Awards are to recognize superior and distinguished achievement of OSU
Extension Association faculty and staff. The Dale and Alice Hoecker family established
the Extension Innovative Grant Program (up to $4,000) in 2001 to encourage and
support Extension faculty in developing and delivering programs that address a high
priority need for an Oregon target audience through creative and innovative approaches.

Ask an Expert - Volunteer Hoecker Newer Faculty
Exceptional Performer Runner-up Toni Stephan
Anna Ashby Central Oregon Master Gardener/MG Support
Master Gardener Hoecker Experienced Faculty
Yamhill County Nei

eil Bell
Ask an_Expert - Faculty a'slipgnr MG Faculty, Marion and Polk Counties
Exceptional Performer Hoecker Innovation Grant Program
Pami Opfer Brooke Edmunds
MG Program Coordinator Benton County MG Faculty, Linn, Benton & Lane Counties

When the very first online question arrived in our system in 2011, few
knew that OSU Extension Service’'s Ask an Expert system would
become a flagship engagement tool for OSU Extension. Since that time,
Extension faculty, staff and Master Gardener™ volunteers have
answered over 15,000 questions, reaching out to thousands of
Oregonians - more than half of whom of whom have never before
interacted with Extension.

Ask an Expert
Exceptional
Performer
Pat Patterson
MG Lane County
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Bald-faced HOInets

....BY DArrene HoBsoI1, POLK COUINTY

I had an interesting (and educational) experience with hornets when
I noticed a paper nest in an Ash tree that hung over my drive-
way. Upon further investigation, I suspected they may be baldfaced| -
hornets, and a bee extractor was called in (read why below).

Baldfaced hornets are known for large nests and a defensive nature,
and are an impressive and often misunderstood member of the wasp
family. Contrary to the name, it is not a hornet. It is actually one of the

many types of yellow jackets found in the United States. The baldfaced hornet is often
confused with a similar sized wasp, the European hornet, which is the only true hornet in
North America. In nature, baldfaced hornets are extremely valuable because they Kkill
many pests including flies, caterpillars, and spiders. It is only when their nests are located
near areas of human activity that they pose a threat to people.

Baldfaced hornet nests are made up of one queen and many female workers. During early
Spring, mated queens emerge from protected sites, such as stumps, logs, and under loose
bark. Once she finds a suitable location, a queen begins construction of a paper nest, lays

' jeggs, and collects prey to feed her growing young. After the first

4 generation of wasps complete development and emerge as winged
_".\ adults, they assume the duties of building and maintaining the nest,
" and foraging for food, water, and care for the colony. Colonies often

Bl average about 400 workers, but can vary in size from 100-700. In
’-»- early July to September, new queens and males are produced. The
j males and queens will leave the nest, mate, and the new queens will

:? find a suitable protected site to overwinter.

The original queen and

‘*"‘; workers die after the males and future queens leave the nest. In most

cases, abandoned nests are not reused and often decompose during the Winter.

Nests that

have been reused have only been seen in more tropical areas of North America.

Baldfaced hornet nests often hang in trees
and shrubs where they go unnoticed until
the leaves have dropped in the Fall. They
are often pear or egg shaped and can be as
large as 14" in diameter and over 23" in
length. Nests are constructed of multiple
layers of hexagonal combs, similar in shape
to those of honeybee nests and covered in a
mottled gray paper envelope. The raw materi-
als for the "paper" are from vegetable fibers,
such as rotten or weathered wood, dead
plants, or even cardboard and newspa-
per. The fibers are chewed and mixed with
saliva to make a pulp which is then formed
into place.

One unique behavior of the baldfaced
hornets is the ability to squirt venom from
the stinger into the eyes of nest intruders. The
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venom causes immediate watering of the
eyes and temporary blindness.

Most social wasps vigorously defend their
nests from perceived threats. Baldfaced
hornets are known for their defensive
behavior. People are often stung when they
accidentally stumble upon a hidden nest or
when the nest is located in areas adjacent
to homes or places where there is human
activity. The sting of a baldfaced hornet is
similar to most other social bees and
wasps.

What I learned from the bee extractor is
that baldfaced hornet venom is valuable for
medical research. He 'extracted' the bees
using a bee vac — no injury to the bees. He
sells the bees for medical research and did
not charge me for the removal — a win-win.
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)| opportunities and challenges

....Dy Gail Langellotto, statewide Master Gardener coordinator

Keeping with the theme of this newsletter issue, I'll focus on recent developments that
bring exciting opportunities and challenges to the statewide Master Gardener Program.

In 2007, I was hired as the statewide specialist in Extension Urban and
Community Horticulture. At that time, I had hoped to continue my research
on the role of gardens in conserving beneficial insects and ecosystem
services. Specifically, I wanted to work with Master Gardener volunteers on a
series of citizen science projects. The overall idea would be to not only
disseminate information on sustainable gardening, but to work with Master
Gardener volunteers to discover new information!

Alas, in 2007, I was new to Extension and new to the Master Gardener program. I had so
much to learn! It took quite some time before I began to understand how to lead an
Extension volunteer program with nearly 4,000 volunteers and nearly 30 faculty and staff.
My research interests were largely put on the back burner, while I learned the ropes of
my new job.

Funding was also an issue for many years. Mentoring graduate students is one way that
faculty can engage in research. But, to fund a graduate student at OSU requires money
to cover their salary, benefits, tuition and research expenses (almost $40,000 per year).
At the same time, I was tasked with raising funds to annually cover 25% of my own
salary and benefits, and 100% of my program expenses (e.g. travel and supplies).

But today, I'm excited to report that the funding situation has substantially improved.
I no longer have to raise funds to cover my salary and benefits. Instead, I teach two
classes per year at OSU (Insect Agroecology and Introduction to IPM) to cover that 25%.

In addition, my program has benefited from the support of many, many generous donors,
including the OMGA and its chapters, and many individual Master Gardener volunteers.
The endowment that supports my position is now up to nearly $200,000, which generates
approximately $9,000 of spendable funds each year. A recent estate gift from Charles F.
Finley has added a onetime sum of approximately $100,000 in spendable funds.
In addition, Sherry Sheng and Spike Wadsworth will
contribute $10,000 in 2016 in support of pollinator
research. They plan to continue their support in
subsequent years at or above $10,000 each year.
All of this is in addition to the revenue generated
from my contract work and the online Master
Gardener course. And of course planned estate

and Spike Wadsworth have secured the ﬁnanC|aI
future of the Master Gardener Program. These gifts will benefit future generations of
Master Gardener volunteers, as well as the people that they will serve.
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The Statewide Master Gardener Program is finally on solid financial footing. What
does this mean for the future of the program?

I can finally start to build a PROGRAM!

I hope to hire a half time assistant in January 2016. This person will be tasked with updating
and launching a major revision of the online Master Gardener course. The revision will
improve upon modules that have been in use since 2008, making them more interactive,
relevant and engaging. Since the online Master Gardener course generates revenue, efforts
to revise and launch the course will bring in funds needed to keep this person employed at
0.5 FTE (full time equivalents). This person will also play a strong supporting role in planning
for the 2017 IMGC.

In the fall of 2016, I hope to bring on 2-3 graduate students. I'll work
closely with these students to start and document (1) the site and soil
conditions, and (2) the beneficial insects of urban and suburban
gardens in Oregon. My past work in New York City has shown that
gardens in even the most urbanized landscape can be important for
conserving beneficial biodiversity. I hope to begin building a better
picture of what Oregon gardeners are doing, or what we could be
doing, to support more sustainable towns, suburbs and cities.
Measures of sustainability will include: biodiversity within gardens,
production of pollination-dependent foods in gardens; reduction or |

elimination of pesticides in garden settings. E : ;
[ K S ) ) RS

If funds allow, in January of 2017, I would like to hire another half time program assistant (or
else, increase the FTE of my original hire to full time). This person would work on developing
resources that make the Extension Master Gardener experience more enjoyable, such as
streamlined and user-friendly online reporting for volunteer service hours or continuing
education hours; resources that support the efforts of Master Gardener program coordinators;
regular webinars for continuing education of volunteers and coordinators.

I'm so excited to bring new information, resources and opportunities to the Extension
Master Gardener volunteers, coordinators and stakeholders in Oregon. And, I thank
each and every one of you for your great work and support.

Together, we're doing great things, and will continue to do so.
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Keep Pests http://extension.oregonstate.edu/
Out gardening/2015/11/get-indoor-
u pests-bug-without-chemicals

When it's time to bring plants inside to overwinter, here’s an
easy way to keep cats from bothering them.

Save the mesh bags from fruits and veggies, cut them open and
lay them over the pot. Then use popsicle sticks as stakes to
hold the netting above the plants — this works well for dormant
bulbs. Or simply stretch the bag over the container, and clip
clothespins around the pot’s lip to hold bags in place, like at left.

L7 X
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» IMGC 2017 Update

....Dy Gail Langellotto, Statewide Master Gardener coordinator

2017 International Master Gardener Conference
July 10-14, 2017 | Portland, OR | Oregon Convention Center

Join Extension Master Gardener volunteers and coordinators from across
the United States and Canada, when we gather at the Oregon Conven-
tion Center in Portland, OR, July 10-14, 2017 for the International Mas-
ter Gardener Conference. Our conference will mark the 16 national or
international gathering of Master Gardener volunteers and coordinators,
and the second time that we are meeting in Portland, OR. The second

2-. . y
QIMGC national gathering of Extension Master Gardeners was hosted by
R S Oregon’s Master Gardener volunteers and staff on October 11-14, 1989.

Check out the 2017 IMGC website for the latest updates: blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017IMGC

Our three keynote speakers have been confirmed!

Wednesday, July 12, 2017: John Marzluff will be presenting a keynote talk entitled
‘Welcome to subirdia; sharing our neighborhoods with wrens, robins, woodpeckers and other
wildlife’. John is the James. W. Ridegway Professor of Wildlife Science at the University of
Washington, where he teaches classes in ornithology, urban ecology, conservation and field
research. His research has been the focus on articles in the NY Times, National Geographic,
Audobon, Boys Life, The Seattle Times and National Wildlife. PBS’s NATURE featured his
raven research in its production ‘Ravens’, and his crow research in the film documentary
‘A Murder of Crows'.

Thursday, July 13, 2017: Dan Hinkley will be presenting a keynote talk entitled ‘The
forgotten elements of good design: texture, movement and fragrance’. Dan is teacher,
writer, lecturer, consultant, nurseryman and gardener who has been recognized with numer-
ous awards, and was one of the co-founders of the renowned Heronswood Nursery in
Kingston, WA. He now maintains his garden, Windcliff, in Indianola, WA, which has been
featured in Pacific Horticulture, Martha Stewart’s blog and The Seattle Times. Dan himself
has been featured in The New York Times and in Sunset Magazine.

Friday, July 14, 2017: Renee Shepherd of Renee’s Garden Seeds will be presenting a
keynote talk entitled ‘Garden to table from seed’. Renee is widely regarded as a pioneering
innovator in introducing international specialty vegetables and herbs for home gardeners and
gourmet restaurants. She has a Ph.D. from UC Santa Cruz, where she also taught before
founding Renee’s Garden in 1998.

Ciscoe Morris, one of the very first Master Teresia Hazen, M.Ed., HTR, QMPH and coordi-
Gardener volunteers in the country and a nator of therapeutic gardens and horticultur-

well-known Seattle-area gardening personality,  al therapy for Legacy Health Systems in Oregon
will be serving as Master of Ceremonies

throughout the conference.

Sean Hogan, Ph.D. and owner of Cistus
Nursery

Pat Kolling, Central Oregon Master Gardener
volunteer and retired physical therapist.

Additional, confirmed speakers include:

Bob Denman, blacksmith, inventor and
owner of Red Pig Tools

% The Gardener’s Pen Gjﬂé 8 %



https://www.oregoncc.org/
https://www.oregoncc.org/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017IMGC
https://environment.uw.edu/faculty/john-marzluff/
http://danieljhinkley.com/
http://www.themarthablog.com/2013/08/more-of-windcliff-dan-hinkleys-amazing-garden-in-indianola-washington.html
http://www.reneesgarden.com/about/reneebio.htm
http://www.reneesgarden.com
http://www.redpigtools.com/
http://www.legacyhealth.org/health-services-and-information/health-services/for-adults-a-z/horticultural-therapy/legacys-gardens.aspx
http://www.legacyhealth.org/health-services-and-information/health-services/for-adults-a-z/horticultural-therapy.aspx
http://www.legacyhealth.org/health-services-and-information/health-services/for-adults-a-z/horticultural-therapy.aspx
http://www.cistus.com/
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Our Conference hotels have been selected!

Our conference hotels have been selected:We have taken great care to select hotels
which are comfortable, close to the Convention Center and that will meet a range of budgets.

Doubletree by Hilton Hotel Portland: $169 per night, flat rate for single, double, triple or
quad. This is the conference headquarters hotel. The TriMet Max line runs from the front
door of the hotel to the Convention Center stop. If you would rather walk, it is a 0.3 mile
walk, which will take you about 7 minutes.

Inn at the Convention Center: $100 per night, flat rate for single, double, triple or quad
(rollaway beds are $10 extra per night). This is our budget hotel option. This hotel is directly
across the street from the Oregon Convention Center (350 feet, or a 2 minute walk).

Crowne Plaza Portland — Downtown Convention Center: $194 per night, flat rate for single,
double, triple or quad. Itis a 0.3 mile walk (~ 7 minutes) from the hotel to the Convention Center.

As the dates draw nearer, each hotel will have a dedicated website and toll free number that
we can use to make reservations at these prices. Make plans to room with a friend, and stay
tuned for more details!

Free Mass Transit Pass for all Conference Attendees!

Oregon’s Convention and Visitor's Bureau offers a really cool perk to those attending a
conference at the Oregon Convention Center. When you pick up your registration packet,
you'll receive a free TriMet pass ~ stamped and valid for the entirety of the conference.
Portland’s public transit system is award-winning! You can easily take public transit from your
hotel to points of interest across Portland.

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors and Friends, who make it all possible!

Platinum Sponsors

Oregon Master Gardener Association

Ball Horticultural

Clackamas County Master Gardener Association

Gold Sponsors
Jackson County Master Gardener Association

Multnomah County Master Gardener Association
Sherry Sheng and Spike Wadsworth

Silver Sponsors

Adams Family Foundation

Marcia and Bob Sherry

Benton County Master Gardener Association
Bones Family Foundation

Central Gorge Master Gardener Association
Central Oregon Master Gardener Association
Josephine County Master Gardener Association
Linn County Master Gardener Association
Marion County Master Gardener Association

Oregon State University College of Agricultural Sciences
Oregon State University Department of Horticulture
OSU Extension Statewide Master Gardener Program
Polk County Master Gardener Association

Larry and Giuli Sutton

Yamhill County Master Gardener Association

Green Sponsors
Clatsop County Master Gardener Association

Coos County Master Gardener Association
Lane County Master Gardener Association
Lincoln County Master Gardener Association
Linn County Master Gardener Association
Susan E. Morton

Friend of the 2017 IMGC

Polk County Fall Fling Committee

Tillamook County Master Gardener Association

Jackson County Master Gardener Winter Dreams/Summer Gar-
dens Committee

Klamath County Master Gardener Association

Gail Langellotto

Are you interested in supporting the 2017 IMGC? You can learn more

about tax-deductible sponsorship opportunities here.

anuone Who thinks gardening begins
in the SPring and ends in the fall is
MiSSiNg the beSt Part 0f the uear ...

...... for gardening
beIinNs in January,
With the dream!
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http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017imgc/sponsors/
http://trimet.org/
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http://innatcc.com/
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Plant Profile. ..

So many cultivars. ..

What native conifer has more cultivars than any other? The answer overwhelmingly is the
Port Orford cedar, Chamaecyparis lawsoniana. The species is a tree found from the
Oregon coast and mountains of southwestern Oregon into northern California and grows
to about 60 feet. Although it resembles a cedar, it is really in a group called “false
cedars” and the common name sometimes reflects this.

Hundreds of cultivars of Port Orford cedar are
common in the nursery trade. With the desig-
nation of Zone 5, they can be grown in most
temperate climates of the world. The dizzying
variety of cultivars include varied leaf colors
such as ‘Golden Showers’, heights, from upright
to dwarf and spreading --see for example ‘Green
Globe’ shown in the picture from the OSU Land- A a B . ., \ oS
scape Plant Identification website, to weeping. N \ JE e 4 -
% % % | Underside of leaves - Chamaecyparis lawsoniana |
| Sounds intriguing for sure, but in the US, there is a bit
| of problem with fungus, a Phytophthora, which causes
root rot. Ironically, the root rot is not so much of a
problem in other countries as it is right here at home.
| Typically, the tree will contract the disease when it is
already mature, and when it does, it has to be
removed. If trees are planted close together, the infected
.| tree usually passes on the disease to its neighbors.

Female cones in summer For the smaller cultivars, this might be worth the risk.

Their ready availability and intriguing number of growth forms
make them good shrubs in the landscape. The difficulty with
removing a diseased shrub is far less than a large tree.

For those less risk averse, consider one of its close relatives
Chamaecyparis nootkatensis, the Alaskan cedar.

U T R This species also has a number |gss

@ of cultivars, although not as | &
many as Port Orford cedar. [
To see more information or [
photos, visit the OSU Landscape
Plant Identification site at =8
oregonstate.edu/dept/Idplants/
) v or do an image search on your

Male cones of the Chamaecyparis web browser.
lawsoniana in the spring
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winter Mmusings

....DYy BOb Grossmann, yamhill county

As winter lingers on and the gardening is over for the year, it gives us time to reflect on
what is going on with insects right now. You know that working with and thinking about
insects, is one of my favorite things to do. So I'll share some thoughts with you.

Most of the adult insects have expired, but they have left behind
eggs, pupa or cocoons of their young. Some adults will actually
hibernate over the winter in secluded niches, such as under logs
or rocks, in our buildings (not as pests, we hope), underneath
the bark of trees, in the soil, leaf litter and many other places of
protection from the elements. I especially like to watch the pray-
ing mantis females lay their eggs in a frothy mass that hardens
to a tough Styrofoam-like structure that protects the susceptible
ova. The egg laying process starts in early October, and female
adult mantises can be seen flying about looking for a good place
to form this egg mass. An occasional male mantis can be found,
but only because he has escaped, well, you know, from being

"Mantis religiosa (egg case)"
by © Hans Hillewaert. - from

eaten by the female during the mating process. Wikimedia

Some moths lay their eggs out in the open as bands around twigs to brave the winter
weather. These “egg rings”, as they are called, can sometimes be seen in winter as a
swollen structure on a twig. They are usually well camouflaged except for that apparent
swelling. The eggs hatch in the spring, and the complete life cycle takes place before
fall, when eggs are laid again.

Cocoons and pupae of butterflies and moths are everywhere, but they are always so
well camouflaged that you may never see one. Swallowtail butterfly pupae look like little
broken off twigs and are attached to a branch in a manner that suggests that condition.
Moth cocoons are covered with a grayish silk that sometimes has hairs from the cater-
pillar woven in. Some caterpillars actually chew up wood and incorporate that into the
cocoon, making it very strong and impervious.

Beneficial ground beetles normally hibernate under rocks or wood. In spring they be-
come active again and go after those garden pests we hate so much.

Some butterflies, like the orange and black angle wings, hibernate under loose bark of
trees and sometimes, on a warm, sunny day in mid-winter, can be seen flying about.
The sun seems to bring them out of hibernation for a while and then they return to their
little retreat.

Hornets have died out in their nests by this time. New queens (several per nest) have
found a place to hibernate for the winter. I normally find several over wintering in my
shop. In the spring, they will become active, form new nests and the process of nature
starts all over again.

Winter is a good time to reflect on nature and dream a little about the coming spring
and all it has to offer. We can then welcome Spring and beginnings of a new life!

% The Gardener’s Pen Giié 11 %kg



Organizing your garden shed

...from POIK weed, December 2015 ISSue

Organizing Your Garden Shed - A Challenge? Or an Opportunity!

When it comes to gardening, it can be very much a messy situation, but unfortunately there
comes a time when it just has to be tackled. Often the best place to start isn't where you
would expect to have to start, in the garden itself, but in organizing that unruly garden shed
you've been promising to organize since last Spring. Although it may seem like a monster of
a task, once done, every other aspect of gardening will seem much easier, especially when
that tool you need isn't buried under a wheel barrow and a variety of plant pots. Here is a
guide to help you organize your garden shed, and hopefully help you to keep on top of the mess.

Be Ruthless

There will always be those odds and ends, the ones that you
can't remember for the life of you where they came from but
that you're sure you'll use for something eventually. The truth =S
is, you probably won't use them, or ever find out where they ||
came from either. Unless it looks as though it came from a piece
of important machinery, then be ruthless and get rid of it. The
same goes for those plant pots with huge chips in them, or that
un-ravelled ball of string that you just can't seem to untangle. If
your children don't play with that skateboard they received for
Christmas last year, then chances are they won't even notice if |
you get rid of it, along with those ancient garden tools. Even
better, donate them for a tax deduction (think PCMG Plant Sale/
Country Store). Start by taking everything out and then working
each item back in, but not before you've asked yourself the seri- |4
ous question: 'do I really need it?' Remember to give your shed a &= —
Spring cleaning as you go along, sweeping out all of the soil and spiders webs you can.

Interior Design Opportunity

We all love a freshly decorated room and your shed can be the perfect opportunity to show
off just what you can do with a small space. Organization and storage are the key here,
especially if you have more belongings than you do space. Once you have gotten rid of the
things you don't need, it'll be much easier to see how to store the things you do. Shelving
and hooks are a great space saving idea; the more of the smaller things you get off the
floor, the more room you have for those bigger, essential objects such as lawnmowers and
trimmers. Use buckets and plant pots to hold tools and hose pipes, as keeping them all to-
gether will make them easier to find, and using one object to store another means the space
these items take up halves. If your shed walls are sturdy enough, attach hooks to them and
hang your tools there. This will make them much more accessible when you only have a
spare 10 minutes to get that pesky weeding done.

Once your shed is clean and organized, you can start afresh buying
the bits and pieces you really need for your garden — but remember,
you don't want to end up in the same place next year, so shop wisely
and don't buy things you know you'll never use. If the task of reor-
ganizing your shed looks like it will take longer than an afternoon, or
if there are items you just cannot bear to part with but don't have
the room at home for, consider putting things into storage.
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The BOOK Ccorner

...DY Marcia sherry, yamhill county

No Nonhsense
egetable (zardenhin
vesg G 8 " NO Nonssnss'}\ |

By Donna Balzer and Steven Biggs / \ ;iggg‘:lﬁﬁc Ry
—24

This is the “graphic novel” of gardening books. It is . k
colorful and playful and very eye-catching when I @ 2 ‘, e 'f §

-——-:nu

first saw it on the vendor’s table at the IMGC this si?cwenwmesmm, Nog,{ men \
past summer. Is it a children’s book? I picked it up M wt oo ol i i e

and leafed through the pages and said WOW - this is no kids book. The content is seri-
ous gardening stuff but presented in a refreshing, whimsical manner - sort of like Peter
Rabbit-ish. The opening pages introduce you to the Guff and the Guffawers and carries
this theme throughout the book as the Guff-talk goes from climate to soil to seeds to
veggies to harvesting along with the Guffawers point of view which is a practical, no non-
sense approach to all aspects of vegetable gardening. These two hands-on gardeners
and authors and, take you through the process of growing your own food in a humorous
rrrn Sy but with serious, need-to-know information.

This book is also a great family book. It can teach parents
and kids together but in different ways. The cartoon-like
pictures will delight everyone. I haven’t found them yet,
but I'm told there are busy ants randomly traversing the
pages and that there is a Carrot Psychiatrist interviewing a
Couch Potato. But on a more serious note, the infor-
mation is well researched both from personal experience
and from an academic view point. I was fascinated by the
— — 4 two tables/charts - one on individual vegetables with cate-
;ZjlnTiﬁéepg’;hCl%nt;e:ctieslzfj VZ’;;‘!ZZZ gories like ‘is it worth it?’, difficulty growing, problems,
gardening from Climate and Weather to | etc. and the other table called ‘Harvest Tips by Crop’ along
Harvesting and Succession Crops. with beautiful photographs of each vegetable.

Overall, I would recommend this fun book just for the humor it depicts while presenting
serious information as a new and different approach to vegetable gardening, maybe as
seen through the eyes of our childlike self.
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A little humor to start the

Found this on the Extension
Master Gardener Facebook |
page. It was spotted at the |
Cleveland Museum of  Natural | =5
History. Can you identify all|

the ‘bugs’?

Tha(‘glks

Vo unteers!
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Gardening Trends for 2016

....DY DI. Leonard Perry, Extension proffessor at university of vermont

Syncing gardening with technology, engag-
ing hands-on with the local environment
and nature, night lighting, garden whimsy and
layered landscapes incorporating various types
of plants, are some of the garden trends. Each
year, the Garden Media Group (a marketing firm
for the home and garden industry) identifies key
gardening trends for the coming season. They've
pegged eight of these, which you’ll no doubt see
reflected in products, plants, and advertisements.

Just as consumers are syncing their electronic
devices, they’re looking to sync more with
nature. This bodes well for the environment,
but has a flip side that may be hard for true
gardeners to understand. As the report states,
"“Our connection with nature is hardwired. So
much so, that going on a strenuous hike is
considered fun, whereas weeding a garden for the
same amount of time is seen as a work or chore.”

Another trend shows people using
their handheld technology to
sync with garden habits, and
with other garden hobbyists. They're
hoping technology will help them
be successful with gardening,
“without a lot of work or infor-
mation”. Technology is being
used increasingly to monitor, even
control, what happens in the
home and outside in the gar-
den. Purchasing is shifting from
many to browsing in stores to get
inspired, but to shopping online.

lop 5
Gardening Apps

This technology trend, perhaps surprisingly, is
huge with the 46 to 64 year old baby boomers
who spend more on technology than any other
age group. One out of each five of them now
use social media daily, whether for work or even
keeping connected with other gardeners.

Another technology trend the report identifies is
the use of technology to engage kids with
nature, gardening, health, and fitness. This
is seen by many as essential, with Generation Z
(those born between 1995 and 2009) being the
most sedentary ever. Creating outdoor adven-
tures, running, storytelling or geocaching are
some examples the report states are necessary
to get people outside playing, “off the couch,
outside and digging in the dirt again.”

As most gardeners already know, “horticulture is
intrinsically tied to health and wellness” - the
trend the report terms “welltality”. People are
more aware of and placing a higher priority on
their health. The hospitality industry has tapped
this trend with indoor forests, living walls and
locally-grown food. Compact berry plants have
become popular for container growing and are
grown for their antioxidant properties.

Whimsy and lighting have been around gardening
for some time, but are a trend highlighted as
popular for this year, but with a twist. Plain
containers are being replaced with ones
& containing speakers and LED lighting, for
linstance. Night lighting is moving from
the plain simple lights on walks and up
trees, to LED cord wraps around
structures like swings, whimsical shapes,
il bright bold colors, and lighted patterns

= outdoors more of a destination, get
children outside, bring back
el memories or create new experiences.

Going along with the book “The Living Land-
scape” by authors Rick Darke and Doug Tallamy,
is the trend of the layered landscape. This
involves replacing the “green desert” of lawns
and non-native plantings with a layered effect,
similar to what one finds in a forest. Understory
perennials and shrubs, up to canopy trees, help
support pollinators and wildlife, creating a
more natural ecosystem. Increasingly, property
owners want sustainable landscapes that will
function and last for many years, and plants “for
their function as well as their beauty”.

Many have pets, and increasingly the trend is for
these people to be more aware of their plants
and to make sure they are not toxic or harm-
ful. One in 3 dogs a year gets cancer. Many
dog owners believe that having a safe organic,
chemical-free landscape will help avoid this,
along with a more balanced, nutritious diet.

Such “petscaping” also involves designing land-
scapes pets can use, yet “protecting precious
plants from pets”. Studies have shown a direct
correlation between pet owners and garden-
ers. “Pet owners spend '

about $60 billion dollars | =
on their pets each year, |
second only to Christmas |0
spending.” In a recent
survey, 65% of U.S.
households were found to
own at least one pet. |

Resources in many areas are becoming limited,
particularly water. More are realizing this under
this trend of protecting resources, particularly
those in areas such as parts of California where
water usage has been reduced by 25 percent.

Increasingly in gardening, one is seeing new
products such as raised beds with built-in com-
posters or new plants such as drought-tolerant
sedum combinations. “"New technologies and
plants offer the opportunity to protect and
conserve resources with small lifestyle
changes that will make an evolutionary
impact on the gardening experience.”

AL



splinters from the Board

....hDy Marilyn scheffler, secretary protemp

9 4th Quarterly OMGA Board of Directors Meeting

ﬂ' MiniCollege, Corvallis, Oregon

% The financial figures were presented by Treasurer, Katherine Johnson, and accepted.
Katherine further stated that if at any time any Chapter Treasurer needs assistance
she is always available—either by email, phone, or in person if necessary.

% The OSU program report was covered in-depth and also mention was made of the

approval of new hires for the horticultural department.

A report on the IMGC2017 planning and accomplishments was provided. Three key-

- note speakers have been finalized and most of the contractual paperwork is in the
works or completed. Reminder was made for everyone to follow up on the
IMGC2017 blog for continual updates.

The OMGA Website is near completion in its design and waiting for input from every-
. one. The design is very user friendly and the need now is for all the links to have up
to date documentation. The Past President is working

If anyone has a question regarding

with the Webmaster to complete this process. OMGA, go to the bottom of our
OMGA website home page.
- After a call for nominees for office from the floor, The addresses are:
the elections for Executive Officers were held. OMGA.info@gmail.com
or

- Presentation of the 2016 budget was provided,
and after a short discussion, the call to accept the

You will then receive a
2016 budget was made and accepted. M ey g e e

EVEINTS dArOullD THE STATE

YCMGA's Spring into Gardening educational seminar, Home Landscaping...Small Changes - BIG IMPACT will be held on
Saturday, March 12th from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM at the McMinnville Community Center, 600 NE Evans St., McMinnville.
There will be eight excellent speakers on various themed topics. Registration will begin in January. For more information,
go to: ycmg.org/events/2016springintogardening/ or contact Yamhill County OSU Extension Office at 503-434-7517.
Registration fees: $15.00 for Master Gardeners,  $20.00 regular, $10.00 High School students,  $25.00 Walk-Ins

omga.org/contact

Benton County MG’s "Insights Into Gardening"
A full day of current, practical, research-based learning for new and experienced gardeners. Twelve concurrent sessions
on edibles, ornamentals and general interest topics are presented by knowledgeable speakers. Gail Langellotto will be
this year's keynote speaker. Visit our 25-plus exhibitors with information-packed displays. Grassroots bookstore will have
many speaker-recommended books available for sale. Saturday, February 13, 2016, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the
LaSelles Stewart Center, OSU Campus, Corvallis. For more information contact: Lynn Trimpe at trimpel@comcast.net

Columbia County MG’s 21st Annual Spring Fair Lane County MG’s Spring Plant Sale—NEW LOCATION!

St. Helens High School Commons, St. Helens, ||The LCMGA is excited to announce that this year’s Spring Plant Sale!
Saturday, April 30th from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM Join us April 30th from 9am-3pm at a NEW location - the Lane County
Fairgrounds in Eugene (796 West 13th Ave). We are specifically
located in the Agricultural Pavilion, also known as the “Horse Barn”.
Come also to see demonstrations beginning at 10am of programs
offered through Lane County Master Gardeners. Join our Facebook
gardening items, plus more! page at www.Facebook.com/LCMGAspringplantsale
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Columbia County Master Gardener Association
will have over 35 varieties of tomatoes for sale at
$1.50 each plus vendors featuring unique
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Did you Know?
also some useful hints...

Setting a Winter Table for Wildlife
(from the December 2015 issue of the Polk Weed)

Many people think that once the last goldenrod has bloomed in Fall,
the wildflower spectacle is over for the year. However, the spent
stalks and pods that are the remnants of Summer's blossoms have a
stark, sculptural beauty, especially when silhouetted against a blanket

of snow. And even when the riot of floral color has settled into a Winter palette of muted
browns and grays, many plants continue to serve wildlife.

Seed-eating birds such as juncos and goldfinches flock to the dried flower heads of asters,
coneflowers and other native plants at a time when other food is scarce. Winter wildflower
stalks also provide wildlife with places to seek refuge from storms, predators, and insects
pass the Winter in the dead stalks.

That's why gardeners should not deadhead wildflowers growing on your property. Instead,
leave spent flower stalks until Spring so that birds can feast on the seeds and insects can
complete their life cycles and emerge when the weather warms. If you're fanatical about
removing the stalks after the first frost, you'll not only be depriving birds of a source of
Winter sustenance but also disposing of some of next year's pollinators and other benefi-
cial insects that fertilize native plants and food crops and help keep garden pests in check.

We are on the web at: www.omga.org

oregon

Qe OMGA

2016 OMGA
Executive Committee
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