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The deadline for the  

December 2015 issue is:   

November 9, 2015.   

Theme: New Challenges 

Send your articles to: 
GardenersPenNewsletter@gmail.com 

Marcia Sherry 

Marcia has been a Master Gardener for 16 years 

across three states (Ohio, Utah and Oregon), 

has served as team leader, class instructor,   

volunteer mentor and project coordinator.  

Among her many activities, she was president of 

Yamhill County Master Gardener Program for 

three years, historian for OMGA and is the current 

newsletter editor for the Gardener’s Pen and was 

one of the coordinators for the 2015 Mini-

College.  She has chaired and helped to launch  

Alan has been a very active master gardener 

since 1998 and has over 5,000 volunteer hours.  

His main reason to become a MG was to        

become a volunteer.  A few of  his many      

contributions and leadership positions include 

serving as president and vice president of the 

Yamhill County Master Gardener Association 

and as Yamhill County’s representative to    

OMGA.  He was the initial chair of YCMGA’s 

Spring into Gardening and has been publicity 

chair for it and also for the annual plant sale for 

many years.  He has been instrumental in helping   

TM 

Alan Wenner 

Yamhill County’s annual educational seminar, Spring into Gardening, 

an event that promotes and educates people about research-based 

sustainable gardening methods.  From 2008-2014, she chaired the 

Oregon Master Gardener Association’s Send-A-Friend project, 

which provides Mini-College scholarships to Master Gardeners 

across Oregon. A retired architect and stained glass instructor, 

Marcia likes to combine gardening with her artwork. 

in a  community garden, a YCMGA collaborative project with the 

McMinnville Cooperative Ministries, to relocate and to build raised 

beds as part of the ongoing program and to lend his organizational 

skills to  provide fresh, healthy food for the Yamhill County Action 

Partnership.  Only a few people know the breath or the depth of 

his contributions to YCMGA, OSU and OMGA.  He begins and    

nurtures new project or revitalizes old ones until they are estab-

lished or completed.  This is a rare gift few people possess.  

Volunteers are seldom paid, not because they are worthless but because they are priceless!    

mailto:GardenersPenNewsletter@gmail.com?subject=newsletter%20articles
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Some of us are off to the International 

Master Gardener Conference in Council Bluffs.  

I plan to spend most of my time trying to 

glean other states’ tips to finding solutions 

to common issues such as:  retention of 

membership, cultivating new leadership, 

relationship with extension services, etc.  

It should be an eye opener for me. 

Now that the 2015 year is two-thirds behind us, it is time to reflect on where we are.   

Governance of a non-profit organization should be easier than it has been.  But, I am    

reminded, that as well intentioned as we all are on the Executive Committee, we are     

just volunteers.  The exceptional quality of each member of the Executive Committee is 

their dedication to the governance of OMGA.  We tasked ourselves in January with updating   

administrative issues such as our Policy and Procedures, which we accomplished.  We also 

made huge strides forward with our database and website administration.  The Gardener’s 

Pen continues to be excellent in informational content and eye-catching format.  We have 

continued excellence in our fiscal responsibilities and superior record 

keeping.  Our attempts to update the OMGA Bylaws fell rather short 

of our expectations.  We on the Executive Committee tried to update 

and re-codify the Bylaws to be relevant and easier to read and to be 

consistent with our Mission Statement.  Obviously, we missed the 

target.  As I stated at Mini-College, your Executive Committee will 

maintain status quo and not pursue Bylaw amendments at this time.                  

We heard you........ 

Mini-College was a success.  We tried a 

more local (chapter) approach to facilitate 

Mini-College.  We had a glitch or two, but 

a great turnout with a historic venue and 

fantastic, interesting instructors.  Good job 

to Marilyn Scheffler, Marcia Sherry, Lynn 

Trimpe and Sue Nesbitt for all their atten-

tion to  details, hard work and dedication. 

To submit a nomination, please 

include their name; phone number; 

e-mail address and a short        

biography indicating their roles 

and interest in your local chapter 

or OMGA.  All nominations are due 

no later than October 1st, 

2015.  Elections will be held at our 

November Board Meeting.   

In accordance with our Bylaws, 

it is time to solicit nominations 

for the elected positions on the 

Executive Committee.  Anyone 

who is a member of OMGA and 

in good standing with their  

chapter is eligible for nomina-

tions, these are these important, 

leadership positions: 

 

 President 

 President Elect 

 1st Vice President 

 2nd Vice President 

 Secretary 

 Treasurer 

Position descriptions are on the web at:  

http://omga.org/executive-committee/ 

Please send you nominations to:  

alan.ajamescook@gmail.com 

The Gardener’s Pen 

http://omga.org/executive-committee/
mailto:alan.ajamescook@gmail.com?subject=Executive%20Committee%20nominations
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The Mini-College organizers were very 

excited to once again welcome a large      

attendance to our week-end of dynamic 

speakers and many other activities that our 

attendees have come to expect.   

Thanks so much to everyone who donated 

and purchased items at the Silent Auction.  

The high quality, creativity and diversity of 

these items are the main reasons our sale is  

A big thank you goes out to the 304 who 

attended Mini-College.  We could not have 

succeeded in this endeavor without our 

many volunteers who assisted our speakers, 

helped with the silent auction, contributed 

to the Send-A-Friend program and to all of 

the others who stepped up when they saw a 

need and did the job.  Mini-College cannot 

occur without each and every one of our 

volunteers.  Chapter Sales were once again 

included this year. The bookstore offered 

many new versions of garden-related books.   

thanks to the helpful suggestions from chap-

ters around the state, we were able to      

attract a more diverse group of speakers.  

More advanced classes were offered this 

year, as well as OSU training sessions and a 

dynamic keynote speaker, James  Cassidy.  

A total of 44 classes were offered taught by 

41 highly qualified instructors.  

Lunchtime roundtables were offered again 

this year and gave unique opportunities for 

informal discussions on relevant topics and 

allowed participants to ask questions, share 

their ideas, challenges and concerns that 

chapters may be experiencing back home.  

The event began Thursday evening with a 

wonderful Volunteer BBQ Social hosted by 

Yamhill County. This year, Yamhill also       

arranged for a dorm party after the BBQ  so-

cial.  It was lots of fun and allowed many 

master gardeners to become acquainted 

with each other and have some fun.   

For the first time, all awards were presented 

at the Friday Awards Banquet. The   

evening began with a reception of food and 

drink with live music provided by the An-

cient Ways marimba group.  The excellent 

buffet was followed by the recognitions and 

awards.  We celebrated the County Master 

Gardeners of the Year, the 20 year  

Master Gardener recipients, the Karl 

Carlson Grants, the Extension Education 

Grants and the Ray McNeilan Scholarships 

for two OSU horticultural students.  Next, 

the Statewide Master Gardener of the Year 

and the Statewide Behind the Scene award 

were recipients were honored.   

This expanded version of the awards     

banquet will continue in subsequent years. 

The Gardener’s Pen 

so successful.  They ranged from beautiful 

quilts, pottery and paintings to practical 

gardening tools and books on a multitude of 

gardening related topics.  There were 209 

items from 22 chapters with gross revenues 

of almost $6,000.   
 - James Cassidy is always an 

interesting speaker....how can 

anyone listen to him and not find 

soils suddenly fascinating! 

- Quite the show! 

- Great! I learned more in his 

[talk] than almost all the classes. 

- Fabulous! I would drive any-

where in the state to hear him 

speak again... 

This year was no excep-

tion. Not only did we  

offer exciting speakers 

with talks on a very 

wide range of topics, but  
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Karl Carlson Grants 

 Linn County ~ Douglas County ~ Marion County 

Josephine County ~ Yamhill County 
 

Extension Educator Grants 

Deschutes County ~ Josephine County ~ Lane County 

Lincoln County ~ Tillamook County 
 

McNeilan Scholarship 

Victoria Brown  ~  Pashalle Johnson 

The Gardener’s Pen 

OMGA’s President’s Award   

was presented to: 

Jim Liskey 

Katherine Johnson 

Marilyn Scheffler  

for Outstanding Service and Dedication to the 

OSU Master Gardener Program and OMGA 
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Congratulations OSU/OMGA Chapter Master Gardeners 

The Gardener’s Pen 

Benton County: Pat and Debbie Wray 
of Corvallis, who have been Master Gar-
deners for five years, are the driving 
force behind the Plant Problem Scenarios 
project, which won Oregon’s Marje Luce 
Search for Excellence award in 2013 and 
will be recognized by the international 
arm of the award for 2015.  
 

Central Gorge (Hood River County): 
Audrey Schneider serves as president of 
the Central Gorge Master Gardener Asso-
ciation and has been co-leader of the 
Library Garden Project. She has particular 
expertise in grasses and drought-
resistant gardening.  
 

Central Oregon (Deschutes, Crook 
and Jefferson Counties):  After a stint 
as a Master Gardener in Clackamas Coun-
ty, Diana Hardin moved to Redmond 
where she serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Central Oregon Master Gar-
dener Association and is the representa-
tive to OMGA. She has coordinated the 
plant sale, is a speaker and frequently 
teaches classes in the community educa-
tion program. 
 

Clackamas County:  Nancy Muir of 
Milwaukie became a Master Gardener in 
2011 and dedicated her volunteer hours 
to Grow an Extra Row, a program that 
produces more than 3,000 pounds of 
fresh food for area food banks. In 2015, 
she led the effort for the project to be-
come a demonstration and learning gar-
den.  
 

Clatsop County:  Nancy Leonard was 
selected for the New Sprouts award dur-
ing her first year as a Master Gardener in 
2011. She is the project leader for the 
county’s Winterizing Your Garden pro-
gram and works for the group’s largest 
fundraising event, Spring into Gardening 
and sits on the Clatsop County Master 
Gardener Association Marketing and Pub-
licity Committee. 
 

Columbia County:  Two-year Master 
Gardener Scott Bauska of St. Helens has 
been a long-time advocate of the commu-
nity meals program, a partnership be-
tween the local food bank and St. Helens 
Lutheran Church. Since becoming a MG, 
Bauska has had a key role in the St. 
Helens Community Garden, which donat-
ed 3,000 pounds of food to the communi-
ty meals program in 2014.  
 

Coos County:  Since becoming a Master 
Gardener in 2011, Kathy Low has been 
instrumental in the Farmers Market plant 
clinic, overseeing staffing and improving 
the appearance of the booth. She has 
used her talents as an artist to produce 
signs, fliers and pamphlets for the county 
program and has also served as secretary 
of the CCMGA. 
 

Curry County:  Mary Jacobs of Ophir  
inspires students, teachers, MG’s and 
community members through her work at 
the Riley Creek Elementary School Gar-
den in Gold Beach. Under her leadership, 
the school has received new greenhouses, 
raised beds and compost bins. She organ-

izes garden activities with the students, 
hosts harvest festivals and helps see that 
food grown in the garden supplements 
the school lunch program with extra go-
ing to the food bank. 
 

Douglas County:  Sharon Hopkins of 
Sutherlin has put in more than 1,300 
volunteer hours since becoming a MG in 
2011. She has given her time to the plant 
clinic at the OSU Extension office, Kruse 
Farms, Drain Farmers Market and Doug-
las County Fair. She serves as a class 
mentor, has helped with hands-on train-
ings in the MG greenhouse and been ac-
tive in Discovery Children’s Garden.  
 

Jackson County: Roberta Heinz, a  
three year MG, has served as treasurer 
for the Friends of Research and Exten-
sion, which ran the campaign to create a 
service district for the Southern Oregon 
Research and Extension Center. She has 
been the lead gardener at the Children’s’ 
Demonstration Garden and serves on the 
Jackson County Master Gardener Associa-
tion board of directors.   
 

Josephine County:  Currently serving as 
vice president, John Etchells of Grants 
Pass focuses on expanding educational 
opportunities for Josephine County resi-
dents and has worked on the plant sale, 
agricultural activities at the county fair 
and plant clinic training. 
 

Klamath County:  Dewey Moore of 
Klamath Falls completed his MG training 
in 2014. His first-year volunteer activities 
won him the Klamath County Extension 
Office staff award. He has volunteered to 
help manage a community garden and to 
build a greenhouse near Mills Elementary 
School. 
 

Lane County: Everett Givens of      
Eugene, who has been a MG for two 
years, gives compost demonstrations and 
is active as a specialist in pruning, tree 
fruit and diagnostics. He has also been a 
regular participant in developing the new 
demonstration garden at the Lane County 
Extension office. 
 

Lincoln County:  During her six years as 
a MG, Donna Davis has been a volunteer 
at the 12th Street Garden and in the 
Oceanview Garden. For two years she 
staffed a booth, often alone, at the week-
ly farmers market. She has also served as 
the treasurer of the LCMGA. 
 

Linn County: Susan Morton of Lebanon 
became a Master Gardener in 2011. She 
has coordinated the Linn County plant 
sale and become the bee specialist for 
Linn County Master Gardeners, organizing 
the Bee-Vent conference dedicated to 
advancing understanding of pollinators 
and the ecosystem services they provide 
to farmers and gardeners. 
 

Marion County: Sherry Hari of 
Aumsville and Thomas Martin of Salem 
share the county MG of the Year award. 
Hari has been a Master Gardener for four 
years, Martin for two. Both were nominat-
ed for their exceptional work on this 

year’s plant sale, the most successful to 
date. Hari has also served as a class 
mentor, newsletter editor and member-
ship chair and volunteers at the Oregon 
State Correctional Institution. Martin has 
chaired the Marion Demonstration Garden.                
 

Multnomah County: Pete Jacobsen 
serves as a guide and key member of the 
planning team for the Multnomah County 
Demonstration Garden. He is also a mem-
ber of the Oregon Food Bank’s Seed to 
Supper team, teaching classes to low-
income, beginning gardeners.   
 

Polk County:  Darrell Ward, a MG since 
2011, has been tireless in his efforts to 
fund and develop the 6-acre Inspiration 
Garden in Independence. He has cleared 
brush and weeds, done landscaping and 
planting and helped raise funds for a gar-
den building that will serve as storage, 
work and meeting space. 
 

Tillamook County:  Janet and Rick 
Anderson and Pam George have been 
active MG’s for many years. The Ander-
sons have chaired the Tillamook County 
plant sale, which enables the MG Program 
to fund scholarships and improve the MG 
learning gardens. George works at the 
plant sale, volunteers to assist with the 
garden tour, works clinics at the Tilla-
mook and the Pacific City Farmers Mar-
kets, and writes a monthly column for the 
newsletter.  She is president of the TCM-
GA, and works in the Learning Garden. 
 

Umatilla County:  Carol Mills of Adams 
became a MG in 2010. She is the vice 
president of the UCMGA. She is a local 
expert on insects, and often shares her 
knowledge to local school groups. She 
recently co-chaired the MG booth at the 
Eastern Oregon Arts Festival, an event 
that drew over 1,000 people. 
 

Wasco County:  Carolyn Wright, who 
became a MG in 2001, has been the edi-
tor of the newsletter since 2009. She 
began working with the Northern Oregon 
Regional Correctional Facilities Green-
house project in 2011 and volunteers 
there for three months each winter. In 
2008, she wrote a grant to help establish 
the Dalles Imagination Garden. 
 

Washington County:  In 2014, Bob 
Falconer of Hillsboro worked over 500 
hours at the Washington County Master 
Gardener phone clinic. He was part of the 
team that developed and piloted OSU 
Extension’s Ask an Expert app, which 
received the OSU Vice Provost Award for 
Excellence. He twice served as president, 
and continues to serve as past-president 
of the WCMGA. 
 

Yamhill County: Linda Mason, a five-
year MG of McMinnville is the coordinator 
of the McMinnville Community Garden, 
which is a partnership between the    
YCMGA and the McMinnville Cooperative 
Ministries.  This garden is a teaching site 
and gathering place for all ages. Thou-
sands of pounds of produce have been 
harvested and donated from the garden. 
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Although we would like to show pictures of all of the MG’s  who received the 20 Year recognition, not all were present at Mini-College to receive it. 

For the past several years, OMGA has recognized our Master Gardener members 

who have generously supported the Master Gardener program by remaining a  

member of the OMGA and volunteering their services and expertise in their       

communities for 20 years or more.  This year we are honored to add several more 

members to this prestigious list.  The following members were recognized at our  

annual Awards Banquet on Friday night at Mini-College: 

The Gardener’s Pen 

Clackamas County: 

Maggie Conley 

Harry Wise 

Gordon Johnson 

Carol Zinsli 

Carl Barney 

Rene A Metteer  
 

Columbia County: 

Darryl Boom 

Lisa Long 
 

Douglas County: 

Judy Dake 

Sally Johnson 
 

Klamath County: 

Cordy Starr 

 

 

 

 

Lane County: 

Juanita Manley 

Patricia Patterson 

Phoebe Staples 

Ed Orth  

David Hoffman  

Harold Busby  

Lynetta Moir  

Dorothy Cruikshank  

Joanna Defelice  

Patty Driscoll  

Renate Tilson  

Karen Ailor   

Rosella McGuffin  

Jerry Jaqua  
 

Lincoln County: 

Michael Noack  

Becky Stiles  

Web Stiles  
 

Polk County: 

Bruce McCallum  

Barbara Berg  

Grace Hornig  

Natalie Warren  

Sarah Chamberlin  

Dawna Reimers  
 

Tillamook County: 

Sherry Vick  

Roy Morley  

Mavis Kvernvik  
 

Washington County: 

Jerry Anderson  
 

Yamhill County: 

Elena Thies  

Nancy Jellison  

2 0  Ye ar  Re c o gn i ti on  Aw a rd s  
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How do animals propagate plants? 

Animals can help to propagate plants in at least three different ways. 

1. Pollination:  Propagation of seeds typically involves plant sex, 

whereas the propagation of vegetative plant parts is asexual.     

Pollinators are important allies in the sexual propagation of plants,    

2.  Seed Ingestion:  Seeds often go through a dormant period, when they are unable 

to germinate.  Dormancy is thought to have evolved as a mechanism to prevent 

seeds from germinating when environmental conditions are bad for seedling surviving.  

A thick, hard or waxy seed coat is a physical mechanism that promotes dormancy: 

the covering keeps water out of the seed, and thus prevents germination.  Fruit 

pulp surrounding seeds also limits or prevents seed germination.  By eating seeds, 

animals may help seed germination and dispersal in several different ways. 

a. The process of passing through the gut can abrade the seed coat, which can 

promote seed germination.  Gardeners mimic this process when they use 

sandpaper to lightly abrade seeds, a process that is known as scarification. 

One sign of a dedicated and advanced gardener is how much time and energy they spend 

both learning and practicing plant propagation.  Plant propagation is often defined as the 

process of creating new plants from seeds, cuttings or bulbs.  It can also refer to the     

artificial (by humans) or natural (by wind, water or animals) dispersal of plants. 

Many animals play an important role in plant propagation.  In natural areas, animal   

propagation of native plants is important for maintaining biodiversity and plant community 

structure in our forests and meadows.   

When animals propagate plants in your garden, they often plant them in areas that are 

not part of a gardener’s overall garden plan.  In this way, animal-propagated plants are 

often considered weeds.  In fact, a 1985 study1  documented that 438 non-native plants  

have been introduced to Great Britain through bird feed seed.  In 

Oregon, a 2008 study by Oregon State weed scientists examined 

10 brands of wild bird feed.  They found that samples from these 

products included more than 50 weed species, including 10   

noxious weed species.  To prevent weed seed ‘escaping’ from 

your bird feeder, they suggest using a tray attachment that 

keeps seed off of the ground, or  buying or making bird feed that      

includes baked seeds (which will not germinate, but will still    

attract birds), peanut butter, raisins, mealworms or suet. 

Animal propagation can also complicate the control of invasive plants.  For example, robins 

and deer feed on Himalayan blackberry, and then defecate the seeds throughout Western 

Oregon. This is one reason why control of this invasive plant is often short

Syrphid fly 

as they transfer pollen from anthers to stigma, a process that is essential for producing 

seeds.  In fact, 78% of all flowering plants in temperate regions (and 94% in tropical 

regions)2 are pollinated by the animals that we call ‘pollinators’.  Typical pollinators 

found in the garden are bees, butterflies and syrphid flies.   

http://wssa.net/2008/10/is-your-bird-feeder-a-weed-seeder/
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What types of plants are most likely to be propagated by animals?  What types of animals 

are the best propagators?  Traveset and Verdu3 did a review of more than 300 published   

experiments on the topic.  They found: 

3. Caching, Hoarding or Hitchhiking:  Even if an animal does 

not ingest a seed, they can help to disperse and propagate 

seeds.  Many rodents will collect and bury seeds, to store them 

for times when food is less plentiful.  However, sometimes they 

forget where they buried the seeds, or don’t return to their 

stash.  When this occurs, the rodents have basically sowed 

seeds that may germinate into new plants.  Many birds also  

collect and cache seeds. (Random fact #1: the correct terminology 

is that rodents ‘hoard’ seeds, while birds ‘cache’ seeds.)   

Groups that promote seed germination and dispersal via ingestion include birds,      

rodents and even ants.  Plants that rely on ants for seed dispersal have a lipid-rich  

attachment that attracts the ants.  The ants carry the seeds back to their colonies, 

where they feed the lipid-rich part to their larvae, and then discard the rest of the 

seed in an underground chamber.  So basically, the ants are planting seeds.  

b. When animals eat fruit, they often separate fleshy fruit pulp from seeds  

 ~ a process that may promote seed germination. 

c. When the seed passes through an animal’s digestive tract, it will ultimately be 

defecated on the ground, protected by an organic and nutrient-rich fertilizer . . . 

in the form of poo. 

d. Animals often defecate in an area different from where they eat.  (Isn’t there a 

profane cliché about this behavior?)  In doing so, they disperse seeds away 

from the parent plant ~ which reduces competition between the ‘children’ (the 

seeds) and the parent plant. 

1. Bats and birds are the best seed propagators.  Seeds that pass through 

bat or bird   digestive systems germinate at a higher rate than seeds 

that pass through the guts of rodents.  Reptiles had no significant    

effect on seed germination. 

2. Seeds consumed from fleshy fruits (e.g. apples, tomatoes or squash) 

were more likely to germinate after being eaten and defecated by    

animals, compared to seeds from dry fruits (e.g. peas or beans). 

3. Seeds eaten from trees were more likely to germinate, compared to 

seeds eaten from shrubs.  Seeds eaten from herbs were no more likely 

to germinate after being eaten and defecated by an animal, than if the 

seeds simply drop from the plant. 
Bat eating fruit.  Photo:  
learnaboutnature.com 

Many seeds also have hooks on their surface, that stick to animal fur (or hikers’ pants) 

when they pass by.  These seeds are known as ‘burs’.  The seeds fall off, some       

distance from the parent plant, thus reducing competition for resources between    

parent and offspring.  (Random fact #2: the bur produced by thistle plants was the  

inspiration for Velcro.) 

Sowing the seeds of (love) birds...continued 

learnaboutnature.com
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The most important growing tip would be to choose vigorous, hardy, healthy plants to 

propagate.  Most plants with soft growth can be propagated now.  That includes many 

herbs - rosemary, mints, lavenders, oregano, sages and curry.  Perennials are easy to start, 

too - hardy fuchsias, penstemons and artemisias along with some small shrubs - lavateras, 

euonymus, and cistus.  There are many groundcovers to choose for cuttings, too - any of 

the creeping thymes, pradia, ajuga, fragaria and creeping succulents.  And finally, it’s fun 

to try some of the half-hardy plants like bacopa, verbena, diascia and osteopermum.   
 

We have many micro climates in Yamhill County, so choose plants which can tolerate 

your location.  Here on Rex Hill, we deal with wind during the winter.  The wind is a  

challenge; if young plants don’t have wind protection and proper watering before a wind 

event, they end up ‘freeze dried’!  We usually get snowfall; our home is at 730 feet        

elevation so snow can be helpful and act as insulation for young plants. 
 

Use your particular ‘yard’ climates [or microclimate] to help young plants survive.      

I have several ‘yard’ climates which includes our west-facing deck with a 4 foot area      

beneath the west wall of the house.  The sun warms this area and protects any plants left 

there during the cold months.  The east side of our home offers wind protection for potted 

fuchsias.  And our big metal pole barn has a wonderful south facing wall that protects 

many gallon pots destined for the YCMGA Spring Plant Sale.  If we experience a few       

extremely cold days, the plants can be moved inside the barn! 

The Gardener’s Pen 

Once again, with the glorious fading of summer in Yamhill County, it is time for me to 

dream of having a fantastic state-of-the-art greenhouse!  We have all seen one - with side 

and roof venting, rolling benches, and automatic controls for heating and cooling.     

Warming cables, an automatic watering/misting/fertilizing system would be a nice addition.  

Why not add a back-up system as well for those winter power outages?  And while I      

dream, maybe I can find someone to pay the electric bill! 

The following are not-so-perfect tips on growing without a nice green-

house set-up.  It’s worked at my home and at Newberg High School, 

where a group of Yamhill County Master Gardeners along with high school 

students have had amazing success.  We have propagated a wide variety 

of plant material in the past years and sold most of it for our respective 

fundraisers and also supplied the City of Newberg with plants for all of the 

city-wide public gardens. 

I begin taking cuttings in June as soon as the weather is 

cooperative.  Spring and summer cuttings are easy as long 

as you can keep them shaded and moist.  We have a           

landscape sprinkling system that allows my cuttings to get 

just enough moisture.  There are areas in the yard which 

are suitable to one type of plant than another, so they are 

positioned accordingly.  I put lavender, thyme and rose-

mary in drier, sunnier spots.  Acorus (sweet flag) goes 

where the soil is moist and sedum,  bacopa and fuchsias 

rest in the dappled shade beneath a paperbark maple tree. Example of prepared softwood cuttings. 
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Success taking fall cuttings is a matter 

of timing!  This September has been much 

too hot to take stem cuttings.  When the  

weather moderates to the low 70’s and we 

have some cloud cover, you can begin to 

take cuttings.  I have my list of plants ready 

and will spring into action as soon as the   

weather cooperates. 

 When the timing is right, prepare your 

cuttings’ trays with fresh soil.         

I don’t use a special soil, just good new 

potting mix.  I dampen it and make a 

small hole in the center of each cell (a 

Phillips screw driver works).  Be careful 

to not pack down the soil; your cuttings 

need a light mix to grow roots.   
 

 Have plenty of rooting compound on 

hand; it comes in powder or liquid form 

from any store carrying garden       

supplies.  I don’t always use it, but for 

fall cuttings, it’s good insurance.   
 

 Only gather enough cuttings for the 

time you have to prepare and stick 

them. It’s surprising how time consuming 

this process can be.  I bathe my cut-

tings in fresh tepid water in a clean 

bucket.  I like to prepare enough cuttings 

for a full tray before I ‘stick’ them.   

 Keep your cuttings small and uniform, 

with only enough foliage to survive (2-5 

leaves).  2” to 2 ½” in total length is 

adequate (half of your cutting will be 

below the soil level).   
 

 Your cuttings will grow roots from the 

nodes where you remove foliage on the 

lower part of the cutting.   
 

 Dip the lower part of the cutting in root-

ing compound, lightly coating the leaf-

less nodes and cut end, then gently 

stick the cutting in the pre-made hole in 

your tray.   
 

 Very carefully, pinch the soil around the 

cutting.   
 

 When finished with sticking the cuttings, 

water lightly again to set the soil and 

add a little more moisture to the foliage. 

 If you have leftover cuttings and have 

run out of time to finish, moisten     

the cuttings and keep them in a    

refrigerator.  They will keep for a day 

or so, but the longer they are stored, 

the less success you will have getting 

them to root. 

Newly stuck cuttings do not like direct sunlight!  That’s why it’s 

so much easier to take cuttings in the fall on cloudy, wet, but warm 

days.  If it’s sunny, put your cuttings under the shade of a tree or 

shrub.  Be sure to check them at least twice a day for moisture.  The 

foliage and roots should be damp, but not soggy.  You can purchase 

trays with clear lids that create a ‘greenhouse’ effect for your starts 

though I have not been successful with them.  I end up with ‘fried’ 

starts when I leave the cover on too long on sunny days or slimy 

sticks when the starts stay too wet on cool days!   

I love watching plants grow, but my motivation to propagate is our YCMGA Spring Plant 

Sale at the end of April.  It’s enjoyable to help raise money for our group and all of the 

community activities we Master Gardeners support.   

Less than perfect propagation, continued 
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the day is not long enough to provide enough 

light. They will become leggy if light          

deprived.  Artificial light is necessary.  Use 

fluorescent lights with bright tube lighting 

(+2100 lumens or more) for best results.  

Lights labeled as grow lights are expensive 

and are not necessary. 

  Suspend lights over the growing area.  The 

light should be placed 2” to 4” above the 

plants and raised as the plants grow.  Lights 

need to be on for 16 – 18 hours per day, and 

is best regulated by a timer. 

Refer to your Master Gardener Program text book – Sustainable Gardening, 
Chapter 3, “Propagation”     
 
The New Seed-Starters Handbook By Nancy Bubel, Rodale Press 

Growing your own seedlings and transplants 

is very rewarding and lots of fun.  You can 

get a jump on the growing season, try plants 

not always available at garden centers and 

save money by starting many plants for the 

price of a purchased plant.  Let’s consider: 
 

Seeds: Read instructions on the seed packets!  

Germination  requirements concerning soil 

temperature, moisture and light are very   

important.  Saved seeds should be tested for 

viability by placing about 10 seeds in a damp 

paper towel and putting them in a sealed 

plastic bag.  Put the seeds in a warm place 

for 2-3 days and check for germination.   
 

Containers: You can use any container that 

will hold at least 2-3 inches of soil and has 

drainage.  It is best to use containers with 

clear lids to create mini greenhouses. 
 

Sowing Seed: Fill seeding containers with a 

commercial sterilized seed starting soil that is 

soft, fluffy and pre-moistened, but not too wet. 

  Seeds can be scattered on the soil or placed 

in rows in the container.  As you plant, be 

sure to label the rows or sections of the    

container with the plant name.  Some seeds 

are left uncovered as they need light for   

germination; others are covered with soil.   

  After seeds are planted, they should be 

misted gently to settle them into the soil.  

Cover with plastic lids, plastic bag or wrap.  

This is very important to prevent drying out.  

Check for dryness, daily.   
 

Temperature: For most seeds, a germina-

tion temperature of 75-80 degrees is best.  

Once seeds have sprouted the temperature 

may be cooler – about 65-70 degrees.  If the 

germination space is not warm enough, you 

will have to use a heat mat and thermostat to 

create the needed germination temperature 

and to regulate the temperature.   
 

Light: Some seeds need light for germination. 

All plants need light once they have sprouted.  

Light from windows is not enough, because  

Water:  When germinating seeds you should 

never let the soil dry out.  After the plants 

are sprouted and coverings have been       

removed, the trays will have to be watered 

more often.  Be sure and check the plants at 

least twice a day.  Too much water can cause 

“damping off”, a fungus disease which can 

quickly kill young seedlings. 
 

Transplant Seedlings:  Seedlings should be 

transplanted to pots or 6 packs when one or 

two sets of true leaves have formed.  Always 

water the seedlings before transplanting to 

allow soil to cling to roots and to minimize 

shock to the roots.  Gently water plants into 

the potting soil.  Keep transplants out of    

direct sun for 24 hours.  Fertilize with half 

strength liquid fertilizer every week.  Trans-

plant to garden or large containers after 

plants have grown for a few weeks and after 

they have been hardened off. 

Read the 

seed packet. 

Important 

information 

to know. 
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 an A to Z directory of more than 1,000 individual 
plant species -- with appropriate propagation    
techniques for aquatics, ornamental plants, house-
plants, shrubs, trees, vegetables, and wildflowers 

 "What Can Go Wrong" advice for each type of plant,         
explaining potential problems and how to prevent 
and fix them 

 detailed, step-by-step illustrations and annotated 
photographs 

The Plant Propagator’s Bible 
by Miranda Smith 

I would recommend this book, one that I frequently use, as 

my ‘go-to’ resource on propagation. This book demonstrates 

how to cultivate new plants by various methods.  Her straight-

forward directions and uncomplicated written style make   

propagating by seeds, cuttings or even grafting easy to follow 

even for a beginning gardener.   

Many gardeners are intimidated by the thought of trying to 

propagate plants by tip/air-layering, budding or grafting that 

they simply do not want to attempt these processes.  The  

The author, Miranda Smith, is an experienced horticulture teacher of 30 years and      

explains in simple and easily understandable words the process and conditions of     

propagation.  She uses many photographs and drawings to illustrate different           

techniques, step-by-step instructions and useful checklists so that you can multiply or 

propagate any plant in your garden.  Some of the features in this book include: 

If you are interested in increasing the number of plants 

in your garden by propagation methods instead of a trip 

to the local nursery, this is an indispensable addition to 

every gardener's library.  

Plant Propagator’s Bible demystifies many of the concerns that gardeners have regarding 

‘making new plants from old ones’ and how to about doing it. 

Tips for Getting Your Garden Ready for Fall 
 

Basic, but, sometimes gentle reminders are good for the soul. 
 

1. Prune away diseased or dead branches from trees and shrubs. 

2. Replace declining summer annuals with cool season ones. 

3. Tag plants you want to divide in the spring.  Think ahead to 

avoid confusion. 

4. Plant spring flowering bulbs before the ground freezes in    

temperate regions. 

5. Shop for woody plants and perennials to fill empty spots. 

I have found, through years of 
practice, that people garden in 
order to make something grow; 

to interact with nature,  
to share, to find sanctuary,  
to heal, to honor the earth,  

to leave a mark.   
Through gardening, we feel 

whole as we make our personal 
work of art upon the land.    

 

– Julie Moir Messervy 
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AIR         HORIZONS               ROOTS      

ASEXUAL        LAYERING               SCIONS       

BARK         MEDIA                SEPARATION   

BUDDING        MICROPROPAGATION    SOIL           

BULBS        MOISTURE               SPORE   

BURLAP        NURSERY       STEM      

CORMS       ORNAMENTALS           STOCK       

CULTURE        NURSERY       SUNLIGHT                

CUTTINGS        ORNAMENTALS      TISSUE 

DIVISIONS        PERLITE       TUBERS 

GRAFTING        PROPAGATE               VERMICULITE 

T N R G S U N L I G H T E R O P S 

L U O O B J N U R S E R Y O X X N 

D A B I O U E T I L U C I M R E V 

N B U E T T D O K C O T S D M O T 

B O U X R A S D O M C D E E U N G 

U X I L E S G R I U C S T O O R E 

R T L S B S M A D N N S U I A J M 

L T A R I S A O P O G N T F Y S E 

A P Y S V V R M Z O U A T K G C D 

P R E K Y P I I R C R I L I H I I 

J O R A E W R D B A N P S I Q O A 

E P I R I O V U P G U I O E O N Z 

U A N D H R P E R L I T E R E S C 

S G G E U P S C U L T U R E C D A 

S A O R N A M E N T A L S O P I S 

I T R O B A R K M O I S T U R E M 

T E T G Q S G N I T T U C W U D P 
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Micropropagation  is the practice of rapidly    
multiplying stock plant material to produce a large 
number of progeny plants, using modern plant 
tissue culture methods. 

Micropropagation is used to multiply novel plants, 
such as those that have been genetically          
modified or bred through conventional plant 
breeding methods. It is also used to provide a 
sufficient number of plantlets for planting from a 
stock plant which does not produce seeds, or 
does not respond well to vegetative reproduction. 

Cornell University botanist Frederick Campion 
Steward discovered and pioneered micropropaga-
tion and plant tissue culture in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s.  - Wikipedia 

Simplified version of 
micropropagation 

Examples of  
asexual plant  
reproduction 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Offspring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant_tissue_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant_tissue_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Campion_Steward
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Campion_Steward
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2015/2016 OMGA  
Meetings: 

 

Executive Committee  

November 6th, 2015  -  4th Qtr.      
Hosted by Linn County 
 

March 4th,, 2016  -  1st Qtr. 
Hosted by:  signup at BoD mtg. 
 

June 3rd, 2016  -  2nd Qtr. 
Hosted by:  signup at BoD mtg. 
 

Mini-College 2016 - 3rd Qtr. 
 
November 4th, 2016  -  4th Qtr. 
Hosted by:  signup at BoD mtg. 
 

Board of Directors 

Nov. 7th, 2015         -   4th  Qtr.      
Hosted by Linn County 
 
March 5th,, 2016  -  1st Qtr. 
Hosted by:  signup at BoD mtg. 
 

June 4rd, 2016  -  2nd Qtr. 
Hosted by:  signup at BoD mtg. 
 

Mini-College 2016 - 3rd Qtr. 
 

November 5th, 2016  -  4th Qtr. 
Hosted by:  signup at BoD mtg. 

 2nd and 3rd Quarterly OMGA  
Board of Directors Meeting 

If anyone has a question  regarding 
OMGA, go to the bottom of our 
OMGA     website home page.     

The addresses are:   
 

OMGA.info@gmail.com  
or  

omgainfo@oregonmasters.org  
  

You will then receive a response 
from your inquiry. 

Carolyn Farias, the new OMGA Database Manager, was 

introduced.  She has extensive experience using many 

different Microsoft products.  She was the Vice Presi-

dent and Manager of Database Management for Banc 

One Services Corporation where she managed more 

than 13 employees engaged in data modeling, security, 

table creation, loading, maintenance performance, etc.   

The 2015 membership includes 2,968 active members 

and 702 trainees for a total of 3, 670 members.  This is 

approximately 100 fewer members than in 2014 and  

will change slightly over the next few months.   

Linfield College in McMinnville, Oregon was selected to 

be the site of the 2016 Mini-College.  In 2017 the Inter-

national Master Gardener conference will be held in 

Portland, Oregon so there will not be a state-wide    

conference but will resume in 2018. 

Proposed amendments to several of the OMGA Bylaws 

were each carefully considered before a vote was taken.  

Many of the changes were “housekeeping” in nature.   

Further information was needed before a decision could 

be made on one of the proposed changes.  This decision 

will be made at the November Board of Directors meet-

ing and then the Bylaws will be posted on the OMGA 

Website. 

OMGA Executive Committee and Board of Directors 

meeting dates for 2016 are: 

Friday, March 4, 2016 – Exec. Com. and Saturday, 

March 5, 2016 Board of Directors. 

Friday, June 3, 2016 – Exec. Com and Saturday, June 

4, 2016 – Board of Directors 

Mini-College – both Exec. Com. and Board of Directors 

Friday, November 4, 2016 – Exec. Com and Saturday, 

November 5, 2016 - Board of Directors 

Any chapter interested in hosting one of these sets of 

meetings should contact Sue Nesbitt, OMGA Secretary  

(sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com).   

The Gardener’s Pen 

mailto:OMGA.info@gmail.com
mailto:omgainfo@oregonmasters.org
mailto:sue.nesbitt1231@gmail.com
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by the Oregon Master  
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Theme:  New Challenges 
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OSU Plant Disease Diagnosis 

Certificate - an Online Course 
 

Increase the yield of your garden, nursery or farm 

planting by proactively addressing common     

problems. Join us online Oct. 6 – Dec. 15, 2015 

for horticulturalist Neil Bell’s newly updated  

Plant Disease Diagnosis course.  Designed for 

professional landscapers and gardeners, hobbyist 

gardeners, retail nursery owners and farmers. 

Neil’s course offers systematic strategies that  

enable you to  successfully diagnose and treat a 

wide array of plant problems.  Space is limited.  

Learn more at: 

https://pace.oregonstate.edu/
catalog/plant-disease-diagnosis-:)

 

Did you know you could win 

blue ribbons at the local 

county fair for your gardening 

prowess?  Lynn Jones’ Broken 

Pot won a blue ribbon at the 

Sherman County Fair along 

with her flower and vegetable 

submissions.  Here you see 

her display at Sawyer’s True 

Value store in the Dalles 

where she is the garden man-

ager.  Lynn took the Broken 

Pot class at  Mini-College. 

The true 
meaning of 

life is to plant 
trees under 

whose shade 
you do not 

expect to sit. 
 

- Nelson Henderson 

mailto:GardenersPenNewsletter@gmail.com?subject=newsletter%20articles
http://oregonmastergardeners.org/
https://pace.oregonstate.edu/catalog/plant-disease-diagnosis-certificate
https://pace.oregonstate.edu/catalog/plant-disease-diagnosis-certificate

