
OMGA MINI-COLLEGE PRESENTS: 

THE JOY OF GARDENING CONFERENCE 2022 

AT OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 

JULY 29 AND 30 

Class descriptions: 

Friday July 29, 900 AM – 10:30 AM 

Keynote: 

Dr. Samantha Chisholm Hatfield  

Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK), climate change impacts, Indigenous ecosystems, Indigenous 

food systems 

Dr. Samantha Chisholm Hatfield is an enrolled member of the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, 

from the Tututni, Kalapuya, and Chinook Bands. Dr. Chisholm Hatfield is also Cherokee. 

Dr. Chisholm Hatfield has earned an American Sign Language Interpretation certification, a Bachelor of 

Science in Ethnic Studies with a concentration in Native American studies and a minor in Cultural 

Anthropology from Oregon State University. She holds her Doctorate in Environmental Sciences from 

Oregon State University. Her pioneering dissertation work has been considered ground-breaking research 

and heralded for the way she has melded physical and social science, combining empirical research with 

social science methodology. Most recently, she has been selected as a chapter author for the United States 

Fifth National Climate Assessment Report. She is the lead author of the Tribal Cultural Resources chapter 

for the state of Oregon’s fifth Oregon Climate Assessment Report. 

Session 1 Friday, 11:00 AM-12:15 PM 

1A Smart Gardening Strategies for Less Work, Kathy Clark 

 Whether from inevitable physical changes, other demands on our time, or attacks of laziness, 

 we may come to a point of wanting/needing to do less physical maintenance in the garden. 

 Through smart, considered plant choices and other strategies, we can adapt to life changes. You 

 identify your individual garden priorities and consider techniques for creating that garden with 

 less work. The primary focus is on ornamental gardens, but many of the strategies are relevant 

 to productive gardens as well. 

 Kathy Clark came to gardening after a teaching career. She focuses on dry shade plants and 

 minimizing water. 

1B Roses, Pruning and Care, Katherine Johnson 

 Does the thought of growing roses scare you? Do you fret that their maintenance and upkeep 

 will be just too much? Don’t let rose care worries stop you from enjoying these amazing 



 beauties. Let this rose care expert teach you how easy it is to plant, care for, and prune roses. 

 Learn why, when, and how to prune, and basic care of roses.  

 Katherine Johnson is the past President of the Portland Rose Society. Katherine maintains a 

 spectacular home rose garden planted in hybrid teas, grandifloras, and floribundas. 

1C Do As I Say Not As I Did, Janet Magedanz 

 Janet began gardening on her one acre property 40 years ago and has made many mistakes 

 through those years and, with a dose of humor, will share those mistakes with you along with a 

 bit of "do this" instead. 

 Janet retired from public accounting 10 years ago and now considers herself a full-time 

 gardener. She is a plant collector that hardly ever encounters a nursery that doesn't require a 

 stop/see/shop. Every year she pots up hundreds of plants from her garden to share with garden-

 related non-profit organizations that host plant sales. 

1D Garden Soils of the Willamette Valley, Joleen Schilling 

 Joleen Schilling is the program chair of Horticulture at Chemeketa Community College. 

1E Tour of Oak Creek Center of Urban Horticulture at Oak Creek, Gail Langellotto 

1F Campus Tour, Haley Okamoto 

Session 2 Friday, 1:15 PM-2:30 PM 

2A Turfgrass Maintenance, Alec Kowalewski, PhD 

 This presentation will cover the primary cultural practices (mowing, fertilization and irrigation) 

 within turfgrass management.  Emphasis will include the proper mowing height and frequency, 

 fertilization rates and frequency, and irrigation rates and frequency for optimum, sustainable 

 turfgrass growth and development.  Several weed case studies, which result from improper 

 implementation of these primary cultural practices, will be presented. 

 Alec Kowalewski, PhD., has over 20 years of research experience in landscape management and 

 multiple publications obtained while employed at Michigan State University, Abraham Baldwin 

 Agricultural College, the University of Georgia, and Oregon State University.  Alec is an Associate 

 Professor at Oregon State University and teaches several undergraduate classes in the 

 Department of Horticulture.  Alec also provides Extension material for stakeholders in turfgrass 

 and landscape management.    

2B Growing and Care of Fig Trees, Richard Bertram 

 Growing a sub-tropical fruit in a place like Pendleton seems crazy, but thru experimentation, I 

 now grow half a dozen different varieties and enjoy fresh figs from June to September. I will 



 show you how to do it. We will explore the art of growing figs in pots, how to propagate them, 

 how to winter them over, and what varieties work well.  

2C Raised Bed Gardening; How-to and Inspiration, Brooke Edmunds 

 This session will cover the basics of framed and unframed raised beds, why to use them, what 

 materials to use (and avoid), tips for constructing long-lasting raised beds and using raised beds 

 to make plantings accessible for gardeners of all abilities. 

 Brooke Edmunds is the OSU Extension Community Horticulturist in Marion and Polk Counties.  

 She has worked for the OSU Extension Master Gardener Program since 2014. Brooke enjoys 

 vegetable gardening in raised beds with her family in Salem. 

2D Permanent Crops in Home Gardens; Caring for Blueberries, Cane berries, Apples and Hops, 

 Logan Bennett 

 Logan Bennett is the Small Farms Program Coordinator for the Douglas County Extension Office. 

 Logan Bennett graduated from Oregon State University, receiving a bachelor’s degree in Natural 

 Resources Management, and continued on to earn his master’s degree in Soil Science. Logan 

 was in the agricultural sector as a crop consultant and scout since 2020. He spent much of his 

 time working in the field with farmers on integrated pest management and crop fertilization. He 

 specialized in permanent cropping systems, such as blueberries, cane berries, apples and hops. 

 Logan has also worked with row crops and some specialty crops in small scale agricultural 

 systems. He grew vegetables, herbs and cut-flowers with the Oregon State University Organic 

 Growers Club (ORGS), where he served as the president. Logan believes that using integrated 

 pest management strategies with an emphasis on economic thresholds in agriculture is key in 

 promoting sustainability while maximizing crop quality and return on investment. 

2E  Brewery Tour, Block #15 Brewery 

Session 3, Friday 3:00 PM-4:15 PM 

3A  Permaculture-10 Steps to a Sustainable Landscape, Owen Dell 

 A fast-moving, inspirational talk on some of the simple things anyone can do to make their 

 landscaping easier to live with, cheaper to care for, and better for the environment. Having a 

 few key things to go home and do is a great way to motivate an audience to start changing the 

 way they garden. This talk is funny, lively, and full of great insights.  

 Owen Dell, RLA, ASLA is an award-winning, internationally admired landscape architect, author 

 and educator. Owen has been part of the landscaping profession since 1971, and he has played 

 a key role in the development of many of the practices of sustainable landscaping currently in 

 use. Owen lectures around the country and internationally on sustainable landscaping. 

 



3B Mason Bees: Myths, Web tales, and Best Practices, Rich Little 

 

 This comprehensive presentation will include: basic biology, life cycle, identification, of desirable 

 nesting sites, nesting system selection for either buying or building, summer management of 

 bees nesting systems to protect bees from pests and diseases, cleaning the cocoons in the 

 fall, winter storage of the cocoons, and getting bees ready for spring. 

 

3C Dryland Farming, Darren Morgan 

  

 Many vegetable crops need less water than you think, and some can be grown without any 

 water input at all.  This class will cover the sites and crops suitable for un-irrigated gardening in 

 western Oregon, and discuss some tips and tricks to increase your dry gardening success. 

 

 Darren Morgan grew up gardening and farming in Dayton, Oregon. He has worked at Shonnards 

 Nursery in Corvallis for 32 years and is currently the nursery manager.  He specializes in trees 

 and shrubs, edible gardening, and most recently beekeeping.  Darren also teaches community 

 education classes and workshops at Shonnards as well as through Linn-Benton Community 

 College. 

 

3D Plant Health Care: A Holistic Approach, Jeff Cope 

  

 The urban environment presents challenges to keep plants healthy. To be successful we 

 need to have an ongoing plan to insure the health and performance of our garden plants. 

 We will look at practices that improve plant health in the garden and landscape. Included 

 in the discussion will be alternatives to pesticides, soil health and biology. 

 

 Jeff Cope, co-owner of Home Grown Gardens retail nursery in Corvallis Oregon, has a 

 Bachelors in Science degree in landscape horticulture from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, 

 California and Masters in Public Administration from Cal State at Northridge. He is a 

 Oregon-licensed landscape contractor, Pest Control Operator, nurseryman, and 

 International Society of Arboriculture Board Certified Arborist. Jeff was adjunct faculty 

 in the horticulture department at Santa Barbara City College for 8 years where he taught 

 the classes for the certificate program, Vice President of Horticulture at Santa Barbara 

 Botanical Garden for two years and park manager for the City of Santa Barbara, 

 California for 18 years. Jeff is also chair of the Civic Beautification and Urban Forestry 

 in Corvallis. Jeff is currently serving on the Oregon Landscape Contractors Board. Jeff 

 started his horticulture career at the age of 12 receiving personal instruction by a 

 neighbor who took him under her wing teaching him lawn maintenance, how to properly 

 trim a hedge, rose care and citrus care. Jeff considers himself an Urban Horticulturalist. 

 

Saturday July 30, 9 AM-10:30 AM 

 



Keynote: 

 

Dr. Gail Langellotto 

Successes, Challenges and Opportunities of the Oregon Master Gardener Program 

Dr. Gail Langellotto is the Professor of Urban and Community Horticulture Extension and the Statewide 

Master Gardener Program Coordinator.  

Gail Langellotto received her B.S. in biology and M.S. and Ph.D. in entomology, all from the University of 

Maryland. Upon graduation, she completed her Post-Doctoral training in entomology at UC Davis. Her 

first faculty position was as an Assistant Professor of Biology at Fordham University, in the Bronx. 

Currently, she is a Professor of Horticulture at Oregon State University, where she also coordinates the 

statewide Extension Master Gardener Program and serves as the principle investigator for the Garden 

Ecology Lab. Her research and extension program are focused on developing a better understanding of 

how to design and manage gardens and other urban greenspaces to promote ecosystem services in 

urban and suburban landscapes. 

Session 4, Saturday 11:00 AM-12:15 PM 

4A Growing Peppers in the Umpqua Valley, Bruce Gravens 

 In this presentation you will learn how to select and start peppers from seed, planting and 

 growing strong pepper plants, supporting pepper plants, protecting peppers from excessive dry 

 heat and cold nights, and saving pepper seeds. 

 Bruce joined the Master Gardener program in 2001 in Santa Clara county, where he lead their 

 Tomato and pepper trials, tomato and pepper seed saving, and plant sale pepper production 

 programs. In the trials program he tested a dozen or so varieties of tomatoes and peppers for 

 production, pest tolerance and taste.  The results were reported to locally owned garden 

 centers and local news outlets. In the seed saving program, he saved seeds of a dozen tomato 

 and two dozen pepper varieties.  These seeds were used to offer unique varieties at the Master 

 Gardener plant sale and garden centers.  The plant sale pepper production project offered 

 >7000 pepper plants of >120 varieties for sale to the public.  Most plants were sold in the first 

 90 min.  Currently, Bruce gardens in a 7000 sq. ft. garden growing 15 varieties of garlic for a local 

 restaurant, 50 varieties of tomatoes, and 45 varieties of peppers. 

4B Seed Starting Techniques, Jennifer Klammer and Lisa Borgenson 

 Benton County Master Gardeners Jennifer and Lisa draw from their experience seeding and 

 growing on starts for the BCMGA plant sale. They will share strategies for starting veggies, 

 annuals and perennials. There is a PowerPoint presentation, a scarification demonstration and 

 open Q/A planned. 



 Lisa Borgerson was born and raised in the Willamette Valley and has been a Master Gardener 

 since 2014.  She has been involved in all facets of Benton County’s annual plant sale as well as 

 serving as a mentor and helping with the Plant Problem Scenario program.   She currently heads 

 up Benton County’s perennial propagation team but her passion lies with propagation of native 

 plants.  Natives often have fascinating strategies for dispersing their seeds that need to be 

 considered when planting their seeds. Jennifer Klammer was born and raised in the Willamette 

 Valley with farming in her roots. Her passion in vegetable gardening started in the Giving 

 Garden, a church garden with the mission of providing a place for people of all ages and walks to 

 learn about growing, eating and donating produce to local food banks. She leads a 4-H 

 Horticulture Club, teaches Seed to Supper classes for adult beginner gardeners and coordinates 

 the BCMGA greenhouse growing over 4,500 veggie starts for the annual plant sale.  

4C Growing and Managing Olive trees in Oregon, Chris Berry 

 River Ranch Oregon Olive Oil cultivates both Arbequina and Arbosana varieties of olives in well-

 tended groves nestled along the banks of the North Umpqua River in Glide, Oregon. These cold-

 tolerant varieties have superb olive oil attributes and exceptional flavor. The Mediterranean-like 

 micro climate of the area provides ideal growing conditions, while thrifty watering during the   

 season increases the healthful polyphenol levels in the fruit. 

 After months of careful tending they harvest early by hand, when not only taste but polyphenol 

 levels, too, are at their height - and get them to press without delay. Although harvesting at this  

 rather early stage of ripening means less oil is extracted, by doing so they produce a higher 

 quality ultra-premium extra virgin olive oil. Participants will learn more about this fascinating 

 topic.  

 River Ranch Oregon Olive Oil will host an olive oil tasting in the lobby; 11 AM to 1 PM 

4D All About Irises, Jack Finney 

 Dr. Finney often describes irises as “cast iron plants for brown thumb gardeners.”  He will be 

 providing an overview of the various kinds of irises as well as specifics about growing bearded 

 irises in the Pacific Northwest.  There will be plenty of pictures of his favorite varieties.  He plans 

 to bring some rhizomes to share with the class.  

 Jack Finney has loved irises since he was about 8 years old.  His grandmother had a clump of 

 maroon and tan tall bearded irises at the side of her front porch.  They were precious to his 

 grandmother, so they were treasured by Jack as well.  He grows more than 300 varieties of all 

 kinds of irises and is a member of the American Iris Society and the Historic Iris Preservation 

 society.  He has written several articles for the latter.  After he retired from his work as a clinical 

 psychologist, he was able to take the OSU Master Gardener’s class.  He has enjoyed the 

 companionship of fellow gardeners since that time.    

4E Corvallis Saturday Market, on your own, map provided 



Session 5, Saturday, 1:15 PM- 2:30 PM 

5A Growing Tomatoes in the Umpqua Valley, Bruce Gravens 

 In this presentation you will learn how I select and start tomatoes from seed, planting and 

 growing strong tomato plants, supporting tomato plants, protecting tomatoes from excessive 

 dry heat / cold night, and saving tomato seeds. 

 Bruce joined the Master Gardener program in 2001 in Santa Clara county, where he lead their 

 tomato and pepper trials, tomato and pepper seed saving, and plant sale pepper production 

 programs. In the trials program he tested a dozen or so varieties of tomatoes and peppers for 

 production, pest tolerance and taste.  The results were reported to locally owned garden 

 centers and local news outlets. In the seed saving program, he saved seeds of a dozen tomato 

 and two dozen pepper varieties.  These seeds were used to offer unique varieties at the Master 

 Gardener plant sale and garden centers.  Currently, he gardens in a 7000 sq. ft. garden growing 

 15 varieties of garlic for a local  restaurant, 50 varieties of tomatoes, 45 varieties of peppers. 

5B Resources from Oregon Flora, Linda Hardison 

 The Oregon Flora program, based at Oregon State University, offers a wealth of information 

 about the 4,700+ distinct vascular plants that grow in in our state. Oregon Flora director Linda  

 Hardison will describe how the knowledge used to develop the Flora of Oregon is relevant to 

 gardeners and scientists alike. From the oregonflora.org website tools, learn how native plant 

 species fit into Oregon’s ecosystems, and use this to refine your gardens and landscapes by 

 selecting native species appropriate for your site. Leave this presentation with a powerful tool 

 to add to your plant-lover’s toolbox: the amazing breadth and depth of Oregon Flora books, 

 app, and website! 

 Linda Hardison is the director of Oregon Flora and a research assistant professor in 

 the Dept. of Botany and Plant Pathology at Oregon State University. Linda guides the   

 program in its mission to share information about Oregon’s plant diversity, largely through the 

 production of a state flora in both book format and as an interactive website. 

 

5C Why Natives, Lynn Kunstman 

 Why Natives? – Seven Steps to Restoring Biodiversity in Your Yard: Planting native plants is 

 crucial to ecosystem health and to preserving and protecting life on earth. Plant choice matters

 and choosing native plants helps to restore and ensure vital ecosystem services in our 

 landscapes. Based on the work of Dr. Doug Tallamy, This presentation outlines seven steps you 

 can take to create healthy, productive gardens, and help save our disappearing pollinators and 

 birds. 

 



 Lynn Kunstman began gardening with her parents in Lafayette, California, as a young child. She 

 moved to Humboldt County when she was 20 and lived there for 8 years. She has a degree in 

 Wildlife Management from Humboldt State University and, after moving with her husband and 

 two sons to Ashland in 1986 obtained a Masters in Science Education from SOU. After teaching 

 middle school special ed and science for 22 years, she retired, with her husband, to Medford, 

 where they continue to grow huge vegetable gardens; harvesting and preserving food crops 

 year round. She became a Master Gardener in 2012, and a Master Food Preserver in 2013. Most 

 recently her focus has been on gardening for wildlife and pollinators . Her quarter acre lot in 

 Medford is certified as a Monarch Way Station, a Pollinator Garden, and a Wildlife Habitat. She 

 established and runs the native plants nursery at Jackson County Extension Campus. 

 

5D Hydroponics, Richard Bertram 

 

 Eight years ago Richard decided to make it his winter project to learn as much as he could about 

 hydroponics. From there he started experimenting and ended up growing leafy green vegetables 

 in his basement using cheap fluorescent shop lights. He was amazed with the results. The 

 method he used was developed and patented for non-commercial use by B. A. Kratky, a 

 University of Hawaii professor. When you find out how easy it is to grow spectacular greens 

 using this method, you will be amazed. 

 

Session 6, Saturday 2:30 PM 

 

6A Nursery Tours of Garland Nursery, Shonnards Nursery, and Home Grown Gardens Nursery. 

 Self-tour; maps provided 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


